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TO MY FAITHFULL 
Flock, who love the Lord 
Jefas Chriſt in Sincerity. 

Mercy unto you, and peace, 
and love be multiplied. 
=1 7 Deare Chilaren, for 
ſo I am bold to call 
vou, though you have 
had many teachers, 
. Yo} t ma 4 
thers ; if 1 ey fe 
owne tongues , there is a number 
of you will ſay, that in Chriſt e- 
ſus I have begotten you through the 
Goſpell, 1 Cor. 4. 15, Let God 
have theglory:for what is Paul or 
what 3s Apollos: or what am I? 
But the weake Inſtrument b 
whom the all-fuffirient God harh 
wrought faith in your hearts. 
1 therefore according unto my 
8. Þ_ Duty 
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Duty do here preſent unto you a 
tender of my true Affection to- 
wards vou; in this plaine and ſhort 
Tract of Conſcience , The ſubject 
is worthy of all Acceptation, 
Though the Author bee the mea- 
neſt of all his Brethren, You 
may conſider it as an Object both 
to your eare and eye, your eare 
hath heard it preached, and your 
9 may ſee and read it, and if your 
cart Affect it, the Sewell is your 
owue. And I who am your 
Paſtor may; take the Boldneſſe 
and ſay. I need no Epiſtle 0 
Commendation to you, or Epiſt 
of Commendation from you : you 
are mine Epiſtle knowne and read 
of all that haus ſpirituall eyes, and 
are acquainted with you, yea, you 
are the Epiſtle of Chriſt, mrutten 
vot with Inke,but with the ſpirit, 
Net in Tables of ſtone, but in the 
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fieſhy Tables of the heart. I hope 
I ſhall not be aſhamed of this my 
fooliſh Boaſting, But that when I 
am gone from you, this pretious 
Fewell which now I preſent unto 
you, will then be found ſtill to 
abide within you, and if at any 
time through careleſneſſe, 2zbs5 
Fewell of a good Conſcience with 
in you,ſhall gather Duſt and loſe 
it's luſtre: Let this little Tract 
it better be wanting, be Aſſumed 
by you, Read it once and againe 
humbly and adviſedly, ſo may you 
have — that your Dull and 
Dusky Conſciences will Recover 
it former luſtre, with more peace 
and Purity. 

And Now my de are children, 
knowing that ſhortly I muſt "rn 
off this my tabernacle of Fleſh, 
2 Pet. 1. 14. and gory ht to 
the houſe appointed for all living, 

| A3 Job. 
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Job. 30. 23. I ſhall endeavour to 

ive you ſome few Advertiſmẽts 

fore I goe hence and be ſeene, no 
more . 

Know (Deare ſoules) we are the 
people on whom the ends of the 
world are Come, and our daies very 
perilous and Dangerous, as faith 
the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 3. 1,2, 3,4. In 
which we find Iniquite to Abound 
and Damnable Errors & Hereſies 
to Superabound. What Enthuſi- 
afticall fancy, what Anti- Scriptu- 
rall opinions ? What Immaginary 
Raptures and Revelations have 
we now Amongſt us ? ſo that 
now to Refraine from their evill 
opinion and practiſes, is to make 
our ſelves a prey. Never were the 
times more Contagious; Opinion: 
more Infectious, & practiſes more 
Dangerous. So that every. pious 
ſoule had need to be a Spiritual 
Phy ſician 
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Phyſician, and {till to have Cor- 
dials to fortifie. his ſoule within, 
aud Repercuſſives to beate back 
the Infectious Venome of Sin and 
Error without. Preſervati ves. 
1. Be conſtant and ſincere in the 
preformance of all holy Duties, 
both psblite and private in the 
— the Family. Let 
our holineſie appeare unto all, Be 
oly abroad and at home. Deſpiſe 
not ordinances neither in whole 
or part, But receive them with 
all thankful lneſſe as Love-tokens 
from your Father, and acknow- 
ledg a Neceſſitie ot them all, and 
that as long as you are Belem 
Trmptations,you cannot be above 
Ordinances, which will be as long 
u you carry your Fraile Taberna- 
cles about you. They are wore 
wecefſ ary tben your „ 
Mert vo be Deſired. then Gola, — 
yr then 
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then fine Gold; And ſincere mille 
ſweeter then the hony or hony Comb, 
without which, you cannot be 
nouriſhed up unto everlaſting 
Life. | 
'24:: Keepe cloſe to your God 
in a way of Prayer and prayſes. Be 
Conſtant in Both: pray alwates' and 
in all things give thankes. What 
Grace you want ger it by Prayer, 
and what good you enjoy weave it 
By: Prayſe.It you thus draw neare 
to God in a way of Duty God will 
be ſtill neare unta you in a way of 
Mercy. The Leaſt Dropp of: the 
wine of mercy; ſhould. Inflame 
r Hearts with true, thankful: 
neſſe, and fill your Mouth with 
conſtant prayſes. So that you 
lay new. I — on the gad 
of mere to beſtow more merci es 
ot only to preſerve you from 
the evill of' evils, Bur ever 9 
a Il 
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rich you with the blefing of bleſ- 
ſings. 

3. Give not way to acuſtoma- 
ry Dulneſſe in Duty, but performe 
every Duty with all your power, 
with ſincere Intention, with heate 
of Affection, and with Diligence, 
and Delight. Eſpecially be not 
ſlight in ſecret prayer, meditation, 
and reading. Doe not the worte of 
the Lord deceitfully or negligently, 
leaſt the curſe of God fall on you, 
Fer: 48. 10. Mal: 1. 14. but zea- 
louſly and heartily, watch to theſe' 
duties, Eph. 6. 18. Keep your 
hearts in a good frame for them, 
undefiled with ſin, untainted with 
the world; Endeavour to feele all 
Duries at your hearts, inlivening, 
inlarging, and inflaming your afte- 
Qions. Lay not out the cheite of 
your zeale on Externals,opinions, 
and the ſmaller thiggs of * 


ur 
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but let ſoule-ſaving worke be your 
mane and daily imployment. Ex- 
erciſe your ſelves in ſelfe-exami- 
nation, looke daiely into your 
owne boſomes by a ſerious ſcruti- 
ny, and ſpare not thoſe beloved 
Dalilah's,and curſed Achaus which 
are the troublers of our Iſrael, 
4. Get true light in your Under- 
ſtandings, not only a ſpeculative, 
but ſpiritual light, not à notional, 
but experimental! light, the light 
of the knowledge of God v1'the face 
of 4 fr alight whereby you 
may be inabled to ſee ſin to be the 
— evill, and God himſelte to 
e the cheifeſt good. Such a light 
that melts the ſo ule, that humbles 
the ſoule, that enlivens the ſoule, 
that quickens the ſoule, and that 
quiets the ſoule. Nouriſh not an 
hea d- light, but an heart-light. Let 
the nord of truth dwell in you plen- 
zeouſly 
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reouſly. Weake judgments are eaſi- 
ly miſled both in opinion and pra- 
ctice, but a ſound judgment will 
preſerve you in both. So fly one 
error that you do not fall into an- 
other, it is eaſy to run into ex- 
treames, but very difficult to keep 
the golden Meane. 

5. Keep your hearts with all dili- 
gence: (4, Pro.) Watch daily to 
prevent him, which watcheth ever 
to miſcheite you, 1 Pet. 5. 8. And 
let yours praiers be frequent and 
fervent, Lord lead us not into temp- 
tation. Tour enemies are many, 
mig hey, and malicious, which (till 
lye in waite to breake your peace, 
wound your conſciences, leſſen 
your comforts, impaire your gra- 
ces, blurre your evidences , anc 
dampe your aſſuranres; and unleſſe 
you ſtand upon your Guard, &ſet 
your ſelves in bartell array, to 


fight 
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fight with thoſe ſtrong, ſubtile, 
ſedulous Goliahs, which come out 
to upbraid Gods little Champion. 
They (I meane the Divell and his 
Agents, viz: the world and the 
fleſh)will not only rage but raigne; 
not only aſſault, but take your 
ſoules captive at theit will. There- 
fore (as you love your owne ſoules 
and the welfare of them unto all e- 
ternity) Get unto you the hole ar- 
amour of God, a_ 6. 13. Ze ſtrong 
in the Lord and in the power. of his 
might. Give no faire Quarter; unto 
foule tempations: make up ſpeedily 
every Breach between God and 
your owne conſciences, and let not 
conſcience looſe its Tenderneſſe, 
but ſhun every evill and the appea- 
rance of it. | 
6. Let thy life be the life of 
faith. Sath Paul, the life that we 
vom live inthe fleſh, we live by the 
faith 


— 
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faith of the Son of God, who loved 
us, and gave himſelfe for us. Keep 
freſh the ſenſe of his love, and al- 
waies acknowledge a continuall 
need of his Blowd, Spirit, and In- 
terceſßion, and how much you are 
beholding and ingaged-unto him. 
Labour to draw and derive from 
Chriſt by the powerfull attractive 
force of faith, ſpirituall ability,ſut- 
ficient for every dayes worke. Act 
your faith dayly in the promiſes of 
race and ſtrength. Go unto Chriſt 
ill for his wiſdome to counſell 
you; for his righteouſneſs to cover 
you, for ſtrength to reſiſt tempta- 
tions; for the ſhoulder that muſt 
beare our Croſſes; for ability to 
performe all duties as duties. 
7. Reſolve with David Pſ. 101. 
that you will not know 4 wicked 
perſon (i. e.) approve of him. If out 
of your families, have not —_— 
$5. P 
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ſhip with them, but reprove them; 


if in your families, let them not a- 
bide within your doores, but re- 
move him or her as perſons moſt 
infectious and dangerous. We 
have ſins enough and too too ma- 
ny of our owne, therefore let us 
not encreaſe them hy a baſe conni- 
vency at others mens ſins. Eſpeci- 
ally avoid that generation of men 
whoſe grand deſigne it is to under- 
mine the Goſpe ll, to ruine the Mi- 
niſtry, and to robb them of that 
maintenance, which is due unto 
them by the law of Gad, and by the 
law of Nature, and by the law of 
Nations. Theſe croaking frogees 
have overſpread our «egypt, fo 
that they have made it ſtinte with 
their damnable Opinions & devi- 
liſn practiſes. They creep into hou- 
ſes and lead aſide fis women, 2 Tim. 
3. 11, and by their faire ſpoeches 
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deceive the hearts of the ſimple, 
Rom. 16. 18. And ſhall, if it were 
paßible, deceive the very elect, 
Mark 13. 22. 

8. Affect a faithfull and power- 
full Miniſter, who doth carefully 
look both to himſelfe and his Do- 
#rine. Adſcribe neither too much, 
nor too little to your Teachers. 
Neither deſpiſe them, nor deify 
them , as the manner of ſome 1s, 
Eſteeme him not as a principle Au- 
thor, but as a ſubordinate Actor; 
not as a Lord, but a Steward; not 
28 a Maſter, but a Miniſter, and yet 
account him more then an ordina- 

Servant, even a man of God, 4 
— the moſt high God, that 


| theweth you the way of Salvation. 


Look on him not only as a Seer, 


' but Over-ſeer, a Steward of Gods 
high ſecrets, a 


meſſenger of the 
Lord ofHoſtes, by whoſe Embaſ- 


ſage 
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ſage peace is concluded, and recon- 
ciliation miniſterially made up be- 
tween God and man. He is Gods 
mouth to you by preaching, and your 
mouth to God by praying. On that 
in ſpeciall place ſtand, h betore 
God, and miniſtreth to him upon 
earth, as the Angels do it in heaven. 

— Theretore take heed you fall not 

1. cen. Out with your Teacher, whome the 

Kur wes moſt wiſe God hath thought fit 

fay, tha to make your Paſtor, forſake not 

he that di- the Levite as long as thou liveſt u- 

— pon the earth, Deut. 12. 19. Doe 

ſure of tis hot deſire ſuch a Teacher as thou 

— mayeſt rule him, but ſuch as may 

be forgi: rule you. Magiſtrates are choſen to 

ven in this governe the people, not the peo- 
word,nor ple to governe them. $0 Miniſters 
world to YOU are not to command them but 
come. i.e. obey them. Therefore obey them 


a that have the Rule over jon, Heb, 


bath übe 13. 17, And ſubmit your ſelves, for. 
charge of , as ons je 
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they watch for jour ſouls, as they that 
muſt give an account, that they may 
do it with Joy and not with greife. 

I beleech you in the bowels 
of Chriſt, let Death and Fudze- 
ment pofleſle your moſt ſerious 
thoughts, walte for the one, and 
provide for the other, Dye dazely, 
(with Paul) and you ſhall dye 
well. Have thine end ever in thine 
eye, and ſweeten the bitter cup ot 
Death by a dayly preparation. Get 
your tackling al in readineſſe, that 
you may ſaile over the Sea of mor- 
tall nuſeries in ſafety and — 
to the Port of happineſſe. You ſhall 
all of you ere long lye gaſping 
for death on your dying beds, and 
there lye grappling with the King 
of feares, attended with Terrors, 
Therefore (as vou love your 
ſoules) let the whole courſe of your 
lives be a conſcionable preparative 

F to 
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to dye comfortably. Look on eve- 
ry day as =—_ laſt. So live that 
you may ſay with David, Though 
I wal ke through the Valley of the 
ſhaddow of death, Iwill not feare.Oh 
that you would be wiſe and conſi- 
der your latter end, be fore you go 
downe to the chambers of death, 
whence you ſhall never returne. 
Would you dye willingiy? would 
you dye well? Then get a part in 
Chriſt, a Title to him, an Intereſt 
in him. Worke out your ſalvation 
with feare and trembling. Give all 
diligence to make your calling and 
election ſure. So live, that yon may 
not be aſhamed to die. So number 
your dayes, that you may apply your 
hearts to true wiſdome. So caſt up 
your Accounts, that you may give 
them up with 7 ana not with greife. 
Fudge your ſelvesfor your daiely 
Deviations, and you ſhall. not be 
judged, 
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carefull abroad to warne the unru- 


ly, to comfort the feeble minded, 1 hel, x. || 
and to ſupport the weake. And at“ 


home in his Family in repeating 
Sermons; reading , opening, and 
applying Scriptures unto ſuch as 
were under him; conſtantly pray- 
ing for a Bleſſing on them, and as 
carefull in returning Praiſe to God 
for every Bleſſing both publick 
and private. But at laſt when the 


evill dayes came on him, ſo that the gc. 14. 
Keepers of the houſe began to trem- 3. 4. 


ble, the ſtrong man to bow, the grin- 
ders to ceaſe, and the windowes to 
be darkened, he was willing fora 
Deſolution, very ready to goe 
hence, often ſaying, t i time for 
mee to be gone, my Maſter hath no 
more worke Fac me to do here upon 
earth. Now ſhall we forget ſuch a 
worthy ſer vam of God? by no 
meanes « Let his memory be ever 


t 3 bleſſed, 
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blefſed, and his Name 4s precious 
oyntment powred forth. And let us 
honour his remembrance in an ho- 
ly imitation of his vertues . But 
ſhould we forget him, yet his God 
would not forget his place, his 
perſon , his zeale, his labour of 
love: The Lord ſhall count when he 
writeth up his people, that this man 
was borne there. Pſ. 87. 6. even in 
the family of Wrey, within the Pa- 
riſh of Morton, and in the Count 4 

Devon. Now you having ſuc 
an excellent Patterne and Preſi- 
dent, let it be your earneſt deſire 
and endeavour to run on and not be 
weary, walke on and not be faint \n 
thoſl waies (paved with holineſſe) 
in which he oy walked, that fo 
our end may be everlaſting life. 
0 — looke on 2 
Traci as a Dowrywhich your dying 
Paſtor hath bequeathed unte yo, 
| whom 
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judged; condemne your ſelves, and 
you ſhall not be os vat) 

10 Laſtly, Let this little Book be 
in your hands, heads, and hearts. 
Let a ur conſcience be written on 
your ſoules with Characters inde- 
lible never to be razed out, ſo that 
when death ſhall appeare, thou 
mayeſt be able to ſay, I have lived 
in all good conſcience before God un- 
till this day. 

Now whereas dull ſpirits are 
more quickned by Examples then 
Precepts . This place hath had a 
great advantage above other pla- 
ces adjacent. Mr. Fohn Southmead 
who is now a glorious Saint in 
heaven, and his Soule made happy 
with the Spirits of juſt men made 
— You know he was an old 

iſciple, and ſerved his Maſter 
faithtully in his generation for ma- 
ny yeares, zealouſly ſtriving tor 

+2 the 
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the inlargment of the Kingdome of 
Chrift and demolithing the X:ng- 
aome of Satan. A great Curb he 
was to prophaneſſe, witneſſe his 
great paines and travell in over- 
throwing thoſe Heatheniſh ſports 
and paſtimes, which were too 
common even upon the Lords 
day. God made him the Inſtru- 
ment to aboliſh Wakes, Rcvells, 
Maypoles and May-games , with 
their Apurtenances, Fidlers and 
ſuper fluows Ale- hauſes, not only in 
his owne, but in many other Pa- 
riſhes adjacent. So that not only 
the Practice, but even the Name 
ot theſe ſintull Vanities is almoſt 
forgotten. Againe , as he was a 
ſtrong Curb to prophanefle, ſo 
was he as ſharp a ſpurr unto holr 
nefle. Witneſle his great coſt and 
paines in getting a taithtull Tea- 
cher to Hus the people. Ve 

caretu 
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Tothe READER 


Chriſtian Reader, 

kee is preſented unto thine 
D FR eye alittle mall Tract, which 
VIDE 17 it's front doth promiſe 
great things, as precious 
Stones and Jewels: Poſs1bly if thou with 
an humble heart ſhalt call and cry, ſeek 
and ſearch , thou mayeſt find that which 
will be better the Gold, more excellent 
then refined Silver, namely a good 
Conſcience , Let not any prejudice of 
perſon or partes cauſe thee to caſt it 4 

ſide, as not worthy thy view, neither cry 

thou, Tuſh what is this Pamphlet unto 
thoſe many large and learned Volumes 
of thoſe able and holy men, that have for- 

merly written upon this ſubj ect. I dae 
ingenzuouſly confeſſe, it is very meane,my 
vintage leſſe then others gleanings. But 

what of that; if thou be an humble Chri- 


ſtian; thou wilt acknowledge that Paul 
and 
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nd Apollos are but inſtruments , and 


can do nothing without their principall 
Efficient , alſo we find by dayly experi- 
ence, that the leſſe of man, the more of 
God he can worke as well by the weakeſt 
as ableſt inſtrument, & draw as ſtrongly 
with an hair, as with a Cable rope. I muſt 
acknowledge the diſcourſe is very ſhort 
and very plaine, and both very needfull: 
in theſe full and ſurfeiting times; who 
ſeeth not that great volumes arc little re- 
gardcd, & large diſcourſes are eaſily laid 
aſide men find much reading to be wea- 
riſonie to the fleſh, I therefore affect 
brevity with perſpicuity. . Should 1 be 
long in my diſcourſe, I am confident thou 
would ſt not read it over. But in ſo much 
as it is very ſbort, an houres labour or ſoʒ 
I may. have hopes that thou wilt read it 
over and over and the oftner the better. 
As for plaineneſſe of the ſtile, I would 
have thee to know. the Author is a wery 
plaine man, and hath written it for 4 
very 
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whom he loves in the Lord. Re- 
ceive this proviſion which he hath 
made for you of wholſome meat, 
not caring tor concealed Cookery, 
or the vaine enticing words of mans 
wiſdome . As it was intended for | 
your Inſtruction, delivered to your | 
Attention; ſo let it be digeſted by 

your Meditation, and practiſed in 

| your Converſation, So both Paſtor 

and People ſhall behold each others 

face with joy at the Barr of Chriſt, 

and have a moſt happy admiſſion 

into his moſt glorious preſence, 

where there is fulneſſe of joy, and at 

whoſe right hand are pleaſures for 

evermore, Amen. 


3) 08 8. 9 el 


Your moſt affectionate 
though unworthy 
Teacher, 
Francis Wu lppon, 


To the Reader. 


ver) plaine people in his owne Congre- 
ation. This was never intended to go a. 
— into the world,but to be confined to 
the place and people where it mas fir 
preached, 4 people that deſire the plaine 
evidence of the Spirit, & not the vaine 
enticing words of mans wiſdome , 
Therefore if thy Braine run over with 
vain (peculations,high notions ,& frothy 
expreſSions , and wilt be wile above 
what is written, 1 Cor. 4, 6, remember 
that of Auſtin, Multi propter arborem 
ſcientiæ amittunt arborem vitæ. Many 
with Adam ſo eagerly _—_ for the tree 
4 knowledge , that theyloſe the tree o 
fe. A good caveat for ſuch as are all for 
new diſcoveries,new lights, hut not new 
lives. To you therefore that with the A- 
thenian cry,qnid novi? what new thine? - 
I muſt — nova, nec novè, here 


. X . _ ©. 
i nothing new, but vetus veritas iiſdem ophi- 


> 


verbis & {de ſyllabis. The old truth lus. 
in its owne words and ſyllables, fihis 
ao 
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do not like jon, then lay it gently aſide, 


and it will not harme yon. 

But unto you that heartily deſire 
to have and to hold, to uſe and exerciſe, 
alwaics, in all things, and to all perſons, 
2 Conſcience void of offence : If you 
want better helps take this for preſent. 
And becauſe ts little Book muſt with 


Gen: little Benj min, he ſent into Egypt, 
„ ſpall with old Jacob, deſire that it may 


find favour where it comes . If others 
deſire the like with mee; I hope that nei- 
ther they in Reading, nor I in Writing 
ſhall loſe our labour. 


Thine as thou art Chriſt's 
F. N. 
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June 11, 1656, 
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Hs B. 13.18, | 
For we truſt we have a good Con- 
ſcience, willing in all things 
to live honeſtly. 


(3 
KN 


Find it reported of 
Saint Auſtin long ſince 
ibat a great deſite poſs 
ſſeſſed bim of bearing 
P. to Preach. 


| Another like a ſſocted 

with him, ſeconds his deſite with this 
of his own:which was, that his Theam 
or Text might be C onſcience. Doubt- 
leſſe theſe good men were friends to 
Conſcience , They ſaw how the Cauſe 
ſtood with her, namely that ſhe was in 
a langviſhing condition, and ready to 
die : what their thoughts were we can 
onely gueſſe : but in theſe dayes of 
ours, theſe laſt and worſt dayes, if we 
ponder the wayes and workes , the o- 
-_ and practiſes of the moſt, w. 
have juſt cayſe to complaine, chat 
1 Con; 


2 King. 4. 
34, Ad, 9. 
9. Ac. 40. 


The Tobax, 


{anſcience is not onely ſick and dying, 
dut dead and buried in the grave of 
habituall ſin, with the fone of hard» 
neſſe rolled on the grave,and that ſhe 
hath laid ſo long in the duſt of oblivi- 
on, that her name is become unſavory, 
& the very mentioning of Conſcience , 
is nauſeated by every prophane Be li- 
aliſt. 

It's high time, therefore, to crave the 
help of an Angel, yea the Angel of the 
Covenant Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour; to 
roll aivay the ffoxe, and to raiſe up our 
— — Conſcience, as ſometimes 
he raiſed up his dead friend Lazarss. 
This worke of taiſing the dead ispro- 
per unto God onely, yet may an omni- 
potent God uſe impotent man in ſuch 
a worke;as Eliſha in railing the Shuna- 
wites dead ſon to life, Paul in reſto» 
ring Eutyc has, and Peter in reviving 
Tabitha ( alias) Dorcas . Now he that 
imployed men then, in raiſing dead 
bodies, can and will imploy men till 
in raiſing dead ſoules, dead Conſcien- 
ces; who knoweth what God may do, 
if we do our parts? ifthe Hebrews 
pray 


— — 


or Heart-jewell. 


pray, & Paul preach, and God come in 
with a bleſſing on both, what ſhall hin- 
der but that the dead con/cience ſhould 
be revived, the drowſie awakened, the 
weake confirmed , the troubled quiet- 
ed, the good bettered, and every e- 
lect ſoule teturne to his reſt with ſome 
meaſure of Pauli confidence, and lay, 
I truſt I bave a good Conſcience , wil» 

ling in all things to live honeſtly? 
The occaſion of Pauli pleading a 
good Conſcience, I hind to be thus;there 
were certaine ill- affected perſons 
among the Hebrewes who calumniated 
Pauli doctrine, as tending to the ſub- 
verſion of Meſes law; ſo that many, 
who bad formerly given their Name: 
to Chriſt began now to draw back 
from Paul as a Seducey and falſe Tra- 
cher, and ſo their Affections alienated 
from him. He therefore (to cleate 
himſelfe from ſuch falſe aſperſions and 
calumniacions , and to confirme and 
eſtabliſh the Hebrewes in the truth,) 
gives them to underſtand, that he had 
not dealt fallacionſiy, but ſairbfully 
4.29 with 


— — — —— — 


— 
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Occaſion, 


Theophilact 
in h. 1. 


The Tovaz R 


Anh. 


with them in what he had taught 
them: and therefore adviſeth them to 
continue conſtant in their obedience 
unto their Teachers, and in fervent. 
prayer unto God for them. For ſaith 
he, we are aſſured we have 4 good (om 
ſcience, willing in all things to live ho- 
neſtly. 

You may terme this Text Paul- Tri- 
umpb, or his choice Fewel , with which 
the whole world compared and weigh» 
ed in the Ballance , will be found as 
light as droſſe and vanity , and with- 
out this, all things are but /oſſe, dung, 
and vexation of ſpirit, * 

1. Pauls Conſcience. 

2. Pauli Confidence ; 

In the firſt note the quality, it is a 
good Conſcience. 

In the ſecond the propriety, it is his 
oWne good Conſcience, { have a good con- 
ſcience. 

In the ſecond,'viz. his confidence, 
you have 1. his Aſſorance, ( we trauſt) 
2. the grounds of it built on foute 
ficme pillars, 

2. His will,(defring.) 

2. The 


or Heart-jevvell, 


2. The Extent, (ia al! things.) 

3. The Conſtancy of bis will, ( to 
walke ot live.) 

4. The Syacerity of it, namely (G- 
veſty.) 

Firſt of conſcience in generall;ir would 
be very tedious to ſhew you the opini- 
ons of men upon the definition of cons 
ſcience, all varying in terme, and ſome Habitus 
in truth. Much adoe there is amongſt l dif- 
Divines to find out the Genus or gene- —— 
rall terme of it, as alſo the difference, —— * 

Some calling it an «7, ſome an habit, telleFualir, 
ſomea faculty, ſome a power, As for gu tis, 
the two former, they are liable to juſt . ff 
exception, that call it an aft or habit. — 

x. It cannot properly be called an act, prompt 4. 
becauſe conſcience many times doth not gendum; 
act, as in ſleepy men and ſeared conſci - Conſcientia 
ences, — 

2. It cannot be properly termed an en nienes, 
habit, becauſe conſcience is innate, not quas mme. 
acquired. Aus exer- 

The two latter,a faculty, or power, are ©. 789 
generally imbraced, but eſpecially the — — 
laſt. Some leave out faculty, becauſe Auer de 
the Scripture wu not yet determined (onſcies, 

D 3 it 
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it to be a diſtin?? faculty, but calling it 
ſometimes the ſpirit of a man, ind ſome» 
times the ſpirit of the mind of man, theres 
fore to avoid all exception, I ſhall 
pitch upõ the laſt cerme, namely power, 
as the true gen, and ſo define it. 
Conſcience is an inbred light in the 
mind of man, teaching him to follow 
what is good, and to eſchew that which 
is evill: and it is called con/cientia, quaſi 
concludens ſcientia; and it hath z two- 
fold AR, the firſt is to give Teſtimo- 
ny to things, whether we have done 
well or ill; if we have done them well, 
then it grvech te ſtimony for us, Rom. g. 
1. My Conſcience alſo braring me wits 
ne ſſe; and if we have done evill, then 
it ceſtifieth againſt us. Therefore Na- 
⁊ianen uſed to call the Conſcience Pe- 
dagogũ anime; for as a Pedagogue wai- 
teth upon a Child, and commendeth 
him when he doth well, and od the 
contrary whippeth him when he doth 
evill; ſo the conſcience, when a man ſin- 
neth,it ſtingeth him like Hornets, Deut. 
7. 20. But when he doth well, it allow- 
eth him, bids him go on, maugte all 
oppo⸗ 


— 


or Heart. jewel. 7 


oppoſition, and to rejoice and ſing, 
though in a priſe» with Peter, or in 
ſtocks with Paul. ( vid. Weemſe divine 
exercitations.) But to define it more 
plainly and fully. 

Conſcience is a Relative power in the Definition 
reaſonable Creature, which upon des 
termination through the light of Gods 
law, doth either excuſe or accuſe. 

I. A power, becauſe of che many opes 
rations and workings which it dayly 
exerciſet h in us. 8 

2. Its a Relative power, not abſolute, — 
becauſe what Conſcience doth, it doth un dig 
it in Relation to another, and there- ſcientis. | 
fore called conſcience, becauſe it know- 1. Cum Deo 
eth with another, with one that is of _ & | 
familiarity with it, and witneſſeth the iofe Fr » | 
truth with ie, and this is God alone, , cum ali- | 
who only knoweth the heart, and tri- * ſcire. | 
eth the reines. Hence it is that Paul 4. Cum fe- 
calleth the ſpirit of God to ſecond bis opp 
Conſcience, I ſpeaks the truth in (briſt, un 9. 1. 
Ilie not, my ( onſcience bearing me wit- _—_ 
neſſe in the holy Ghoſt: where you may 
ſee 3 witneſſes produced by the Apo- 
ſtle, and all of them without exception, 
name- 


The Topaz, 


parte. 


namely Chriſt, the boly Ghoſt, and 
Conſcience, which is mille teſtes a thou- 
ſand witneſſes. 

3+ The ſ#bje in which conſcience is 
ſeated, it is in the reaſonable Creature, 
I doe not ſay it is in the Creatour, for 
God being holineſſe and righteouſ- 
neſſe it ſelfe, needeth not Conſcience 
to order, governe and direct him, Nei- 
ther do I ſay it is in the unreaſonable 
creature, becauſe Beaſts and Fowles 
wanting reaſon, muſt needs want con- 
ſcience: but this I affirme; conſcience is 
inthe reaſonable creature only, whe» 
ther they be men or Angels, good or 
evill, Saints or ſinners, bleſſed Angels 
or collapſed Divels, this power of Con- 
ſcience is in them all. 

Q. In what part of man is this power 
ſeared? | 


Teta in to A. I will ſay of conſcience in the ſoule, 


& tota i : : 
qualibe ® as Philoſophers of the ſoule in the bo- 


dy. It is in every part ot faculty of the 
ſoule. 

I, It hath the underſtauding for its 
Throne and Pallace, where it is cheifly 
reſident, and keepeth a compleate 
| 3 ALL 
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or Heart-jewvell, 


Court in the whole ſoule, commonly 
called forum conſcientie, and there as a 
Judge ſits determining and preſcribiog, 
abſolving and condemning de jure. 

2. Its in the memory, and there it acteth 
as Regiſter ot Recorder. readily minding 
and recording, witneſſing and teſtify» 
ing de facto. | 

3- Its in the vi aud affections, and 
there Conſcience carries it ſelfe like a 
faylaur or Executioner, rendting, re- 
warding, plaguing and puniſhing eve- 
ry one ſine reſ pet a, without partiality. 

The Ach. thing in the definition of 
conſcience is determination; Conſcience 
determineth what is good, what evill, 
what is to be done, what not to be 
done, and ſo excites or diſwades accot- 
dingly. If conſcience ſay, this muſt be 
done, then muſt we do it for conſcience 


ſake. If conſcience tells us it is evill. then Rom. 13. 5. 


muſt we forbeare for conſcience ſake, i. e. 
out of an holy feare of God, whereby 
our conſcience may be preſerved pure 
before him. 

J. The rule by which conſcience 2- 
Feth, namely, the light of Gods * 


The Topaz, 


Rom. 2. 15. 


Doct. 


I do not ſay by the light of the 
word, Goſpel}, or written Law, but 
more largely by the light of Gods law, 
I meane the /aw of Nature, written in 
mans heart before the word was writ- 
ten, or Goſpell revealed. For as man 
had a conſcience from the beginning, ſo 
he had light from the beginning to te- 
gulate conſcience, which was the /aw of 
Nature written in his heart. 

6. The laſt thing in the definition of 
conſcience is her acting or working upon 
the light received ; which is twofold, 
either acquittivg, Or condemning: when 
by her light ſhe determines what is 
done, that it is good orevill;ſhe accor- 
dingly doth excuſe or atcuſe, Rom,2.15. 
And thus have you conſcience in gene- 
rall'defined and explained, 

Huving ſhewed you what conſcience is, 
and in whom, namely, in the reaſonable 
Creature; now in ſo much as every man 
hath reaſon, I may ſafely conclude that 
every man hath conſcience: The point 
of Doctrine is clearly this. 

There is in every man a power ot 
faculty called Conſcience. 

| 1, That 


* «© © wa «© <4 ., i a . I WW al 
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or Heart-jevvell, 


1, That there is in man a conſcience, 
let our Apoſtle cleate up this truth in 
himſelfe, how often doth he call and 
appeale unto conſcience upon all occaſi- 
ons, when he was convented before the 
Coñ ſell, & greiveous things charged upõ 
him, he appeals to conſcience. Men and 
Brethren, I have lived (ſaith he) in all 
good Conſcience before God untill this day. 
Againe when eAnanias commanded 
them that ſtood by to (mite Pax! on 
the month, and Tertullus with all his 
Rhetoricke before Felix beſmeares him, 
calling him a peſtilent fellow, a mover 
of ſedition, a maintainer of the ſect of the 
Phariſees , a polluter of the Temple, and 
what not? He hath no way to caſt off 
all this filth, but by flying unto conſci- 
ence, ſhewing his enimies how far and 
free he was from theſe baſe aſperſions, 
that it was his conſtant practice to keep 


a (Conſcience void of offence toward God , * 


and toward men. — 

And that you may not think it to be 
Pauls peculiar, but common to others 
with him, we approve our ſelves to every 
mans Conſcience inthe ſightofGog. 


Od}, 


2 Cor. 4. 2. 
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Ob. Though good men have a con- 


 ſrience, yet wicked men have not. 


A. It is an uſuall ſaying indeed a. 
mongſt men here, when they meet 
with ſuch as are very hard in their dea- 
lings, or very vitious in living, to ſay 
this man hath no Conſcience. 

But you muſt underſtand their mer 
ning, when they ſay he hath no conſci, 
ence: they meane no good conſcience, or 
no working conſcience. 

Be you therefore aſſuted, that there is 
a Conſcience in every man and woman, 
be they good or bad. not only in Pau. 
but alſo in Pilate, not only in Fob», but 
likewiſe in ada. The accutſed ewes, 
wicked Phars/ces, and Heatheniſh Ido- 
Jaters will all acknowledge the. being 
and working of Conſcience in them, 

To hold therefore. that ſome men 
haveno Conſcience, is both diſhonou- 
rable to God, and injurious to man, 

1, Adiſhonour to God, as if he had 
given man not a perfect, but impetfect 
ſoule, defective in its principall power 
or faculty, we confeſſe that the body 
of man being generated, may be — 

mee, 


— 


or Heart- je well. 2 


— 


med, wanting a part or member, as an Gen. 2. 7. 

eye, an eare, a hand or foot, becauſe it nin in: 

comes mediately from man; but as for fundendo 

the foule, being created and infuſed by creaur, & 

Ged, this cannot be defective but com- — _ 

pleat in all his powers and faculties, and T5. 4. 

therefore a great diſhonour to God to ph, i 

queſtion his workmasſhip, as men do 4.1. 

if they deny man to have a conſcience, , qyim, hu: 

which is a ſpeciall power or faculty in max non 8 

the ſoule. ſeminis tra- 
2. An injury to man. i. Deny man con- 440 Pa 

ſcience, you deny him reaſon, and 122 

confound him with a beaſt: but grant 2 Deo cre- 

him a conſcience, and you grant him aur. 

reaſon, and ſet him in his proper place 

25 a Lord or maſter over beaſts, f. 8. 7. 

2, Againe deny him Conſcience, you 

deny him a Soule. one of his Eſſentials, 

and ſo confound his manhood, which 

were a great injury to him. We ac- 

knowledge fn hath brought us to a 

great loſſe, but not to ſuch a loſle as 

to looſe our being: we bave by Adams 

fin loſt our i»»ocency, but not our eſ- 

ſence; our excellency, but not our exi- 

Hence; our ſoule is defiled, not — 

red; 
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ted; our powers depraved, not deſtroyed; 
man is man ſtill, hath body and foule, 
partes, members, powers and facul 
ties, all good quoad bonum naturale; 
all naught quead benum morale. The 


truth then ſtill ſtands cleate, that there 


is in every man a p Wer or faculty called 
Conſciences 

2, The Reaſons why God hath plan- 
ted this power of conſcience in man ate 
two. 


1. R. To ſhew his Juſtice, that be 
will judge righteouſly,God commands | 


judges here on earth to execute rigb · 


Deut. 1. 16 reous judgment, to proceed ſecundum al- 


legata & probata, to do nothing but 
upon good evidence and witneſſe,Now 


ſhall ot the pudge 7 all the world as, 
k 


right ? God hath therefore ſet this 
power in man, that when God comes 
to judge him, he may have ſufficient e- 
vidence in himſelfe, his owne Covſci- 
ence witneſſing for him or againſt him 
before Gods Tribunal. For God will 
not condemne without a witeſſe. 


2. R. le to ſhew his mercy unto man: | 
He knowes man is very fraile, & = | 
4 


—_— 


or Heart-jewell, 


K. 


[iz memorie, apt to forget his God; and 
to forget himſelfe. Sometimes he goes 
forth and forgets to pray unto God 
for ptotection and direQion, ſometimes 
he returnes home and neglects his duty 


| of praiſe to God for his preſervati- 


on, therefore God hath placed in him 
this power of conſcience as 2 remembran- 
cer unto him. 

Againe ſometimes mens Paſſions 


ate very high, as in Jonah, who is rea- 


dy to quartell with God, and to fall 
' out with him, as if he had greatly 


wronged him; God faith unto him, do» 
eft thou well to be angry? yea(laith he) 7 
do well to be angry even unte death. His 
words are very high, words of a paſſio- 
nate ſpirit, blinded with anger, rather 
theo with any expreſſe rebellid. Very 
needfull therefore is it that ſuch 


Jonah 4.9. 


ſhould have conſcience as 2 Controuler 


to check them. 

Againe, others their Affections are 
diſorderly placed on wrong obje&s, lke- 
ing thoſe whom they ſhould diſlike, 
and loving thoſe whom they ſhould 


| loath; ſuch was the blind Affection of 


Jehoſbaphat 


— — 


— — 
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2 Chron.18 
3. 2 Chron, 
19.2. 


Prov. 23. 
20,31» 


Pe. 1. 


pe beſbaphat to Abab, 1 am (ſaith he) 
as thou art, my people as thy people: its 
needfull therefore that conſcienceſay to 
ſuch as eh» to JehoſBaphat, ſbouldſt they 
love them that hate the Lora? 

Laſtly many mens appetites are very 
wanton, wholſome meates and drinkes 
content them not, their meates muſt 
be mixed with hortfull condiments, and 
their drinke with noxious ingredients, 
therefore it is very requiſite that conſci- 
ence play the Monitor, and adviſe 
them not to leo on the wine When it ſpar- 
kles, nor to ſec he No mixt wine: though 
it ges done pltaſanil y, yet at laſt it will 
bite like a Serpent, and hurt like a C ache 
atrice. And thus you ſee how juſt and 
how męrcifull God is, to plant ſuch a 
power W con{cience within us. 

Is there ſuch a power or faculty as 
conſcience in every man, then let every 
man learne to magnify his maker, not 
barely for being his Creature, but for 
being ſuch a Creature as none is like 
him. 

Firſt look upon thy meaneſt part, 
namely, thy body, view that well, und 

tho 
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thou ſhale ſee ſuch an exellency in it, 
that no vilible creature is comparable 
unto mans body. If we look unto our 
firſt Creation, we find them very ex- 
cellent creatures. ; 
1, God made them wich conſultati- 
on and deliberation, (iet a make mon.) Gen. 1.26. 
His advice argueth a worke of great 
weight and moment, and this word of 
plurality (w) intimates the Trinity, 
and mindes us of the myſterie of the (a ) — 
three perſons in one God head. God — Na: 
the father ſeemeth to ſpeak, as commu; inraliſt, 
nicating by way of conſultation with ben he 
God the Son, and God the holy Ghoſt I ie al. 
in the worke of Creation. * 4 
2. The wonderfull endowments of — 
the body in beauty, ſtrength, nimble- of mans bo- 
neſſe, activity, without deformity or 99% (s 
mortality. woos 
3. All other bodies made for-the 2 , 
good of mans body, the heavenly co bur adiudg 
give light unto it, the earthly bodies to be bonour 
nouriſh , cheriſh, and comfort it. of as 
Againe, if we conſider the recreation — 
ot regeneration of our bodies, we find Creator of 
them more excellent. it. 
C I, 


The Tovax,, 


Cal. 12.7. 


1. Purchaſed by Chriſts bloud, 1 


Cor. 6. 20. 
2. Sanctified by Chriſts ſpiric, 1 Cor; 


6. 19. 

3. Aſſumed by Chtiſts perſon, Phil, 
2. 7. When he took our nature, he 
took our body, and was made like wnto 
* in all things, fin only excepted, ſo that 
we are as neerto Chriſt, as out bodies 
to our ſoules. 

Having thus viewed our meaneſt 
part, namely, the body; let us in the 
next place conſider our beſt part, name 
ly. our ſoule. 

What the ſoule is: The ſoule of man 
is a ſpitit diſtioR, inviſible, immortal, 
infuſed by God, 

1. A ſpirit. Thus much the Originall 
word declareth, as inJohn 11. 33. and 
John 12. 27. we find ſoule and ſpirit 
promiſcuoully uſed by our Saviour, 
7 _=_ i rronbled, my pirit is tron» 


2. A diſtin ſpirit, becauſe it hath 
its being not only in the body, but als 
ſo out of the body, as it had its time 
of entrance into the body, fo its _ 

0 


i 4 
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of retwrne out As it is in us, ſo it can b)(b-yfps 
be without us, and will be after us, bude n. 
3. Iaviſible. Becauſe no more to be 9.3. 
ſeen then an Angel or God himſelfe. (c) Tertul- 
4. An immoctall ſpirit. Eccl, 12. 7. #4" l. dec 
And Chriſt tells us, that men may 4% ch 5. 
our bodies, but not our ſoules , which (4)Tham, 
made Aar arch bold to ſpeak un- Au. g. 
to his Tormentors , who did beat him 7); C. im. 
with elubs, laye on my Sachel, meaning 
his body, you cannot hurt Anexzar þ (e) 


How Adam came by his ſoule we all — 


know, namely, by inſpiration, but as 4! of the 
for our owne ſoules we ate at a great ſov(c, in 
ſtand, Some think by participation, . — 
(%) as one Candle lighteth another. queſtion 
Some thinke by generation, (c) that a undecided, 
man begets a man compleat. Others And his ſe- 
ſay it is dy infuſion. (4 by a peculiar in- ee 
ſpiration, when the child is firſt quic- %, | ab 
kened in the womb. Much is imagived greje 
little concluded concerning this que- that he con- 
ſion, (e) and no marvel], for who ue in 


knoweth the way of the ſpirit, Eccl. —— — 


11. 3. death, cap. 
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The Scripture ſeems to warrant the 
laſt opinion, calling God the Creator 
of the Soirir, Zach. 12. 1. The giver of 
che Spirit, Eccl, 12, 7. The Father of 
Gur ſpirits, Heb, 12.9. It is not with- 
out conſideration, if God by a peculi- 
ar elegy and ſtile, is called the father of 
ſpirits, that he might be oppoſed to the 
father of the fleſh; for if the ſoule be by 
traduction, then thoſe that are the fas 
thers of the fleſh would alſo be the fa- 
thers of the ſpmits: neither would God 
by this title be diſtinguiſhed from the 
father of the fleſh, if he wrought alike 
in both, and did not forme mens ſoules 
otherwiſe then their bodies. So then 
conſider well your bodies & ſoules,and 
you may ſafely conclude that of all the 
creatures that ever God made, there. 
is more to be ſeen of God in man then 
in them all, and in man, much in his 
body, more in his ſanle, but moſt of all 
in his conſcience, (as one faith) this 
ſmelleth more of God, then the hea- 
vens, the Sun, the Stars, or all the glo- 
rious things af the earth, gold, preci- 
ous ſtones, Rubies, or ſweeteſt herbs, 
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roſes, or lillies. Oh how ſhould we 
magnifie our maker, and with David ?[.r;9. 
ſay, I will praiſe thee O Lord, for I am 14. 
fearfully and wonderfully made; marve- 
lous are thy workes and that my ſoule 
knoweth right Well. 

Ob. Oar conſcience were at firſt ves 
ry pure and excellent, but now like Objed: 
our ſelves they are moſt ſiafull, yea our ; 
Soules and Conſciences are defiled, theres ry, 1 15. 
fore nothing worthy praiſe in them. 

A. Its very true that our conſcies- 
ces which were pure and excellent at 
firſt, are by Adam's fin become defiled 
and uncleane . But let me tell you 
there is no part, power or faculty in 
the whole man, thatretaines ſo much 
of its excellency in it as conſcience doth, 
though the whole ſoule were defiled, 
and every part and power depraved, 
yet conſcience had ſo much life left in it, 
as (with [obs meſſengers ) to tell ſad ty- 
dings of mans great loſſe. There re- 
maines in it [civtilla rectæ rations, 2 lits 
tle ſpark to ſhew what great light hath 
been extioguiſhe , but now this alſo 
through affected blindneſſe and = 

a 
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full malice is ſo ſmothered and ſoffoca» 
red through a daiely cuſtome of ſins 
ning, that I may ſay of covſcience in ma» 
ny as the Pſalmiſt of an Idol, it hath an 
eye and cannot ſee, an tare and cannot 
beare, a month and cannot ſpeak. Thus 
ſtands the cauſe whith many a hardned 
ſinner. The eye of their conſcience is 28 
the eye of a mole, which ſerves only to 
decore the body, but not to guide the 
way, Their eares but as the eares of an 
Adaar, wilfully ſtopt at the beſt coun- 
ſell that the meſſenger of Chriſt can 
bring unto it, and the mouth of it as 
the mouth of a viper, that ſucks in and 
ſends out nothing but poiſon and poi- 
ſonous expreſſions . Yet notwithſtan- 
ding the natural! Conſcience will hold 
an excellency beyond all other powers 
& faculties in the ſoule. So that thy 
Maker ſtill deſerveth praiſe from thee. 

Have all a conſcience , then let all 
acknowledge it and not dare to con- 
ceale what God hath given them, Its 
very dangerous to hid any Talent that 
God pives us in « Napkin, what God 
beſtowes on man, man is to imploy _ 
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uſe it to the honour of him that gives 
it: therefore let conſcience appeare in a 
conſcientious walking before him, be 
boly to thy God, upright to thy neigh. Tit. 1. x2; 
bour, and ſober in thy ſelfe, walke ſo 
circumſpeRly in thy place and calling, 
that all may ſay thou art a man of coxs 
ſcience, Bat woe unto us we ſejourne in 
Meſech, our habitation: are in Kedar, 
we live among ſuch as are enimies to 
con/cience, yea open and profeſſed enis 
mies untoir: yea the very naming of 
conſcience is very hatefull unto them, 
aske them where their conſcience is, and 
they will deſperately anſwer, what tell 
you me of conſcience? ¶ vnſcience (ſay 
they) was hanged long ago. But let me 
tell thee thou wretched Belialiſt, that 
ſaieſt that conſcience is hang d, waſt 
thou the Hangman? If ſo; then know 
God will be avenged on thee for this 
cruell act, he will one day revive con- 
ſcience , and then aſſure thy ſelfe thy 
conſcience will hang thee, 

But hear me(thou fooliſh man) that 
thustalkeſt of hanging conſcience, thou 
ſpeakeſt not only prophanely but molt 
18005 
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ignorantly thinkeſt thou it is in the 
power of any man to hang conſcience, 
know thov, it is impoſſible, the worke 
is too hard for all the hangmen in the 
world. The Hangman may hang thee 
as he did man, or thou mayeſt hang 
thy (cle as did da, but neither he 
nor thou art able to offer ſuch violence 
to conſcience, Wer'lt thou to live as 
long as Methu/alem, it will outlive 
thee; go where thou wilt, it will go 
with thee, ec fagere nec fugare poterus 
go up to Heaven, or go downe to Hel, 
*will never leave thee nor forſake 
thee. 

Againe I find ſome who are ſo ma- 
liciouſly bent agaioſt conſcience, that 
they reſolve, if they cannot hang con- 
ſcience, they will beat out her teeth, 
and pluck out her tongue, ſo that ſhe 
ſhall neither bite nor barke, if the luſt 
of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, the 
pride of life, if all che pleaſures of fin 
will do it, they will ſurely effect it. 
They will call for the harp with Saul, 
for their Cup with Naba/, and their 
Hatlot with Herod, and all any 
the 
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the cry es and complaints of conſcience: 
but let me tell ſuch, that thus labour to 
make conſcience dumb, poſſible it is 
that by a long cuſtome in ſin, or greedy 
practice of it, men may prevaile ſo far, 
as to ſilence her for the preſent, ſo that 
ſhe ſhall not ſpeak; but know this, 
though you keep conſcience from ſpea- 
king, yet not from writing, ſhe will a& 
the part ofa Recorder and Repitter, 
put downe exactly every daies deviati- 
ons and aberrations, and when ſhee 
ſees her time, will produce her Bill and 
read it aloud, - making thine eares to 
tingle, now a lie, and then an oath, 
this time drunkenneſſe, that time un- 
cleaneſſe, ſuch a day thou tookeſt as 
way thy Brothers goods, by oppreſſion 
and theevery; another day his good 
name, by ſlaunder and calumny. In fine 
the Bill will be ſo 6:ge, ſo black, that 
thou wilt not be able to endure to 
heare itread, And then thy conſcience 
whom thou haſt thus wronged, will 
be avenged for all her wrongs, and act 
the part of a Judge, a 7ayleur, and 2 
Termentour, and joine with her God 

in 
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in that black and moſt juſt ſentence, 
take him, bind him hand and foot, and 
caſt him into utter darkneſſe, where there 
ſhall be nothing but weeping, wailing, 
gnaſbing of teeth, and that for ever. Oh 
conſider this ye that abuſe Conſcience, 
leſt ſhe teare you in pieces, when none ſhall 
deliver you. 

3. Uſe of Conviction unto all Athei- 
ſticall perſons that dare ſay with their 
tongue, or in their heart there 1 no God. 
Tell me chou Atheiſt, haſt thou a cons 
ſcience in thee, aud yet no God over 
thee? how can this be? if thou wilt ſuf- 
fer thy ſelfe to be lead by common rea- 
ſon, thou then wilt be forced to lay 
there is a God, Conſider the operation 
of thy conſcience, if it be not ſeareJ;and 
thou ſhalt find that upon ſome groſſe 
ſin, it will be a witneſſe and give teſti- 
mony againſt thee, but to whom? to 
men ot Angel? that cannot be, for 
they cannot heare the voice of conſci- 
ence, nor receive conſciences teſtimony, 
neither can they ſee whatis in the heart 
ot man, It remains therefore that there 
is 3 ſpitituall ſabſtance,moſt wiſe,moſt 
holy, 
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holy, moſt mighty, that ſees & knows 
all chings, to whom conſcience beares 
record, and that is God himſelfe. Let 
Atheiſts bark againſt this as long as 
they will: they have that in them that 
will convince them of the truth of the 
Godhead (will they, oill chey) either 
in life or death. Let the dreaming A- 
theiſt conſider the great affliction that 
that ſevere Governeſſe of the life of 
man brings upon their ſoules by af- 
frightiug horrors of Conſcience, by puz- 
zeling and befooling them in the free 
uſe of their Reaſon; by curbing them 
in their naturall and kindly injoyments 
inthe life preſent, and making bitter 
all the pleaſures and contentment of 
it by ſome checks of Conſcience: by 
anxious cares and diſquieting feares 
concerning their ſtate in the life to 
come. Beſides thoſe ineffable agonies 
of mind, dampes and deadneſſe of ſpi- 
rit that they ſometimes undergoe, ſo 
that to be buried quick were leſſe tot- 
ture by far, then ſuch dark heart-(in- 
. privations of all the joyes of life. 


And they cannot chuſe (did they not 
ſhut 
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ſhut their eyes againſt the light) but 
ſee that there is a ſuperintendent princi- 
ple over nature, which is all one as to 
confeſſe that there 1 4 God. 

If thou be not convinced by the 
working of thine owne conſcience, then 
conſider the workings of conſcience in 

others: what makes Adam to run int. 
the thick-t, Sarah to ſtand behind the 
Tent door, Nonah to lurke downe in the 
fide of the ſhip, Cain to teare a mortall 
King. ac blow from every man he meets, ind Ben- 
1 Ning. 22 haded and Zedelliah to be a terror nnto 
25. themſelves, and to tun from chamber to 
chamber to hide themſelves, It was their 
conſcience, and nothing but conſcience 
accuſing and teſtifying unto God a- 
gaia't them. 
Againe conſider, how is it, that when 
God is pleaſed to give out unto us 2 
notable ſigne of his power and majes 
ſty, 3s in Thunder and lightning, that 
the very ſound of the one, and the ve- 
ry ſight of the other (though theſe be 
but trom Natorall cauſes)ſhould make 
a Barbarian, a contemner of God, to 
ſhike and tremble. Againe whence : it 
that 
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that there is a Religions Adoration and 
propenſion to the worſhip of a Deity 
even in thoſe Heathens themſelves, 
who ſacrifice nd &y1u5w O, to the un- 
known Sed. There being no nation un- 
der heaven, that does not do divine 
worſhip to ſome thing or other, and in 
it to God as they conceive. So that 
they worſhip many of them but ſtocks 
and ſtones, and ſome particular piece 
of nature, as the Sun, Moone, or Stars, 
knowing that there is ſomewhat to 
whom worſhip belongs. Therefore gc- 
cording to the ordinary naturall 
light that is in all men, there is a God. 
Oh therefore bluſh and bewaile thy 
damnable Arheiſme . Confider well 
theſe things, know and underſtand,ſee 
and ſay ,verily there ts a God that judgeth 
the earth, Thus far of conſcience in ge- 
nerall, 

Having ſpoken of the faculty, name- 
ly, conſcience , we now proceed unto 
the Qualitie, namely, a good conſcience. 
Had Paul onely faid, I have, or 1 am 
aſſured I have a conſcience, he had ſaid 
no more then a Reprobatę or Devill 
might have faid, But 
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But in that he ſaith, he bath a goed 
conſcience, and that be is fully perſwa. 
ded of the ſame, in this he goes beyond 
all reprobates and Devils, who neither 
have, nor ever ſhall have ſuch a boſome 
friend within them. 

We muſt now diſtinguiſh conſcience 
into two ſpecies, namely, good and 
evill. | 
Honeſt? 1. A good Conſcience, 1 Tim, 1.19 
bona, paca- Holding faith and 4 good Conſcience. 
ze bons. This good Conſcience is ſometimes 
niet, ſometimes unquiet. 


Pitiose 2. Anevill Conſcience Heb; 10; 22 


—_— baving our hearts ſprinkled from an evil 


Bern: (conſcience, This 1s likewiſe peaceable 

Ames, orturbulent. Now how theſe two do 
differ both in their peace and their 
trouble, I ſhall hereafcer ſhew you. 

I am now to ſpeak of the firſt, names 
ly, a good conſcience, and more eſpecial⸗ 
ly of Pauli good Conſcience. 

1. What a good conſcience is? I an- 
iwer. 

1. A good conſcience is a Conſcience 
rightly informed and principled by the 


word, ſo that it can truly judge and de- 


termine 
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termine evill to be evill, and good to 
be good. 

2. By a good conſcience I underſtand 
a con/cience ſanctified by the holy Spi- 
rit of God, whereby we are incited to 

od, and diſwaded from evill, and 

oth readily excuſe us for doing well, 
bat accuſe us for doing evill. 

3. By Pauli good conſcience in the 
Text, I underſtand a conſcience both 
purified and pacifyed by the blood and ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt, ſo that upon a true ſight 
and ſorrow for (in, and a full perſwa- 
lion of the remiflion of the ſame in and 
for Chriſt, he enjoyed that peace which 


—— 


paſſeth all underſtanding, (i. e.) a true Phil 4.7. 
ſpiritual and incomprehenſible reſt and * Cr. i. 


quietneſſe of mind, wrought by Gods 


ſpirit in his heart, and ſo preſerviog 
= from terror, anxiety, and trou- 
e. 

But to draw unto ſome profitable 
point of Doctrine, you heare Paul glo- 
rying in a good conſcience; not as his pe- 
culiar, 28 if he only were the man thus 
bleſſed of God, but doth acknowledge 
the like mercy to be ſhewed by God 
unto 
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unto others, and therefore mentioning 
thoſe that laboured with him in the 
Goſpel), ſpeaketh in the plurall num. 
ber (we) are aſſured we have a good con- 
ſcience. So that we may ſafely conlude 
that as all men have a conſcience, ſo 
thece are ſome that have a good conſei» 
ences 

Some there are, who have not on- 
ly a Conſcience, but alſo a good Cons 
ſcience . 

Of chis ſore, I find Noah 4 juſt mas 
and perfect in his generation, and one that 
walked with God (i. e.) fincerely in his 
profeſſion of Religion without hypo- 
criſy. Moſes the meekeſt on the earth, 
one that deſpiſed the vaine and vani« 
ſning honour, riches, pleaſures of the 
world, chooſing rather to ſuffer affliftion 
with the people of God,then to enjoy the 
pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon. Job a noms 
ſuch, none like him on the earth, ſo per- 
fett, ſo apright, that feared God and e(- 
chewed evill, David a man after Gods 
one heart; Nathaniel, 4 true Iſraelit 
indeed, in whom is no guile (i. e.) a man 
of (imple integrity. Paul a continuall 
practiti- 
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practitio net of 2 good Conſcience , ma- 


king it his daiely practice to keep a con- 44.24. 
ſcience void of offence both toward God & * 6. 


toward; man. Thus might I tire you out 
with a long Catalogue of bieſſed Saints, 


who lived in all good conſcience from 44.23. 1. 


their converſion unto their diſſolution, 
Q. How came theſe to have a good 
conſcience, ſeeing all by nature have 
their conſcience: de filed. 
A, 1. They had the Sn of { brift ap- 
plied unto their con/ciences , whereby 


they were purged from the impurity of Heb. 9.14; 


dead wor tes, it being the fountaine for 
fin and for uncleanneſſe, (Zach. 13. 1.) 
in which poor loathſome, leperous 
ſoules waſh and are cleanſed: they 
were put into this poole of Betheſds, 
and came out cleane, being made white 
in the blood of the Lamb. 

2. They had the righteowſneſſe of Chriſt 
imputed unto them , whereby they 
were diſcharged from the debt of ſin, 
all band writings of accuſations =_ 
cancel'd, and they eſteemed holy an 
noblameable in the fight of God, 
Rom. 5. 1, Not —_— thing wroaght 

in 
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in them and done by them, but for 
Chriſts fake alone. Not by imputing 
faith it ſelfe, or any other Evangelical 
odedience, but by imputing the obedi- 
ence and ſatis faction of Chriſt as their 
righteouſneſſe, received and reſted on 
by faith. 

3. They by diligence in Chriſtian 
watchfulneſſe do maintaine their Cove- 
nant with God, and if caſually by any 
{lip they ſeemed to break the peace, 
they were carefull to renue their Cove» 
nant by true hamiliation and reforma/ 
tion, earneſtly doing their firſt works 
and redeeming their former negligence 
with double diligence. 

2. Q. Whether a man may not have 
a good conſcience , yet the ſame to be ve- 
ry vnquiet and much troubled? 

Anſw: You muſt know that theie 
is 2 4 fold conſcience. 

1. Good and quiet. Puriffed and 
pacifyed, which ceſs in a ſweet feeling 
of che mercies of God in Chtiſt. Such 
a conſcience had Paul that teſtifyed unto 
him, that in ſimplicity and Godly ſincerio 
ty be had hu converſation. And bach 
when 
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when he was upon his death bed (as he 
thought) his conſcience gave him 2 teſtis 
moniall that commended him to God 
better then all the men in the world 
could, that he walked before the Lord in 
truth and in a perfeft heart, and did that 
which was right in his fight. 11,38. 3 This 
ſweet peace of a good Conſcience 
flowes from a certaine inexpreſſible 
aſſurance, that we are the ſons of Ged, 
acertaine ſecret manifeſtatio that God 

hath receiv'd us & put away our fins. 
2, Neither good nor quiet. When 
the heart is as full of ſin, as hell of 
dark neſſe, and lies under a ſerious ap- 
ptehenſion of Gods wrath, and a cer- 
tai ne looking for of vengeance and fiery 
indignation to devonre, Heb. 10. 27. and 
is in a forlorn condition, not knowing 
where to go for help, but God is to 
him as the barning fire to the withered 
ſtabble, and as the ſcorching flame to the 
melted wax, Thus the cauſe ſtood with 
Judas, who after he had committed 
that curſed fact of betraying bis Ma- 
fer, he was fo gnawed by the worme 
conſcience, that nothing but an halter 
D 2 could 
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could eaſe him; he hang d himſelſe. And 
certainly had not Hell gaped for bim, 
he had pot by the bargaine. This made 
Cain go in continuall feare of billing, 
and the perſecuting Tyrant to caſt up 
his bowels towards heaven and ſay, vi- 
ciſti Galilee, thor haſt overcome O Cali - 
lean. 

3. Quiet but not good. This is com- 
mon to the beſt of men, and they bleſſe 
themſelves in it, that they never had a 
bad word from conſcience all their daies, 
it doth not trouble nor terrify them; 
certainly ſuch a Conſcience is ſeared 
with an hot iron, and who ever is thus 
ſtigmatiz'd , is marked for a Rebbel| 
againſt God. They ſleep in their (ins 
like Jonah in the ſtorme, though they 
are in greateſt danger to be caſt into 
the gulfe and ſea of Gods everlaſting 
wrath, 

4. Good but not quiet. And ſuch 
doubtleſſe a child of God may have; 
Examples are many, as in Fob chap. 6. 
4. The Arrowes of the Lord are within 
me, the poiſon whereof drinketh up my pi · 
ritz the terrors of the Lord do ſet them 
ſelves in array againſt me. So David, 
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thine arroWes flick faſt in me, and thy 
hand prefſeth me ſore, there is no ſuundne ſſe 
in my fleſhy becauſe of thine anger: neither 


any reſt in my bones, becauſe of my ſin. Conſcien- 
For wine sniquities are gone over mine tia bona & 
bead, as an heavy burden they are too hea- furbata, 
vy for me. Thus Ezekiah and others," 
Baut at ſuch times though they have a pf. gl. 2, 
good conſcience, yet do they faile in A 3,4. 


ſurance, they have 74 conſcience, 
but not Pauli confidence, it is the latter, 
not the former that makes it quiet and 
inoffenſive: and ſuch was Pauls conſci« 
eace not only good , but quiet and 
inoffenſive. Chriſtians have ſomtimes 
Cliare Sunſhini dayes, and ſometimes 
darke cloudy daies, ſometimes they are 
under a cloud, and the light of Gods 
countenance doth not ſhine on them; 
ſometimes they behold the face of God in 
righteou/neſſe, and his favour i better 
to them then life, Sometimes (like Han- 
nab) they are in the birterne(ſe of their 


; ſouler, and drinke of the bitter waters of Conſcien- 


Mw ah, which makes them go mour- 
ning all their daier; ſo then it may ſtand 


with a child of God to have a diſquiet, ol 


D 3 trou- 
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troubled Cohſcience. 
1. Uſe for Tryall, whether we be of 


— — 


that /ome that have 4 goed Conſcience, he c 
that will not try, want it; he that trics 0 
ſuperficially , hath cauſe to daubt it; fl 
but he that is exact and fincere may C 
ſafely conclude, lam aſſured I have 4 P 

ood Conſcience: therefore ſearch your * 
; rob as with Candles and Torches, e1 
whether you can find this precious if 
Jewell of a good conſcience tteaſutd up ſ: 
within you, yea or no. Aud the bettet ſ 
to incite you to a true and diligent b 
Triall. take theſe 2 Motives. 0 


: 1, The neet reſemblance between a F 
— Natural and Spiritual Conſcience, t 
Trial. and that in divers teſpects. They both t 

have their conflicts, both their loathing t 
of fin, they both ſeeme to turne 4 
broad- ſide againſt fin, and to complaine 
2gainſt it. The Naturall conſcience ſaith | 
T tee the better, but I follow the worſe; 
The Spiritual conſcience ſaith, the goed 
which I would do, J do not, but the evil 
which I would not do, that do J. See here 
the difference, in the latter, there is 2 
will ſtriving againſt ſin; but in the fer- 
mer 


— — 
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| 


| 
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mer no will, no ſtriving & all. 
2. The Natural conſcience is prin- 
cipled only by ſome generall grounds 
of Nature, acting and making con{c5- 
ence; ſo far as his rules and principles 
will carry him, and ſo deceiveth the 
Naturallman, mak ag li m to boaſt of 
what be hath not, namely a good cenſci- 
ence, Whereas the ſpirituall Conſcience 
rightly principled by Gods werd, and 
ſanctified by by Spirit makes the per- 
ſon to have a good Conſcience in all 
things, Heb, 13. 18. making conſcience 
of all that God commands or forbids, 
PC. 119. 6. 101. Be therefore carefull in 
ming your elves, 2 Cor. 13 5. And 
that you may not be deceived take 
theſe 5 markes. 
1. He that hath a good conſcience, cin 
truly ſay, that what he doth, be doth it 


Nietes of 4 
geo! Con- 


for Conſcience ſake; Coſcience ſtirrs him ſcience. 


up unto the duty, and he cannot ſatis- 
fy conſcience, if he neglect it: He ſub. 
jects himſelfe to God, and he ſubjects 
bimſelfe to man, and this not for 
wrath but conſcience. See well there- 


fore to this, and the rather, becauſe x. ;. f. 


many 
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Prov. 13. 
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Many there are, whoſe Actions are 
very ſpecious, and yet without any re- 
gard to conſcience, Salomon deſcribing 
a good man, faith, he is one that feareth 
an oath, he doth not ſay that he is one 
that ſweareth not, but one that feereth 
au oath: poſſible it is that a man may 
not ſweare. and why, becauſe he hath 
been well educated, or he ſtandeth in 
awe of his Parents or Governours , ot 
feareth ſome mul& from the Magi⸗ 
ſtrate; this is no teſtimony of a goed 
Con/cience But if a man ſweare not, be- 
cauſe he feareth an Oath; this argueth 
that the man feateth the commande⸗ 
ment, and to feare the commandement 
is a ſure note ofa good conſcience. The 
leaſt haire makes the eye weep, ſo the 
leaſt ſin makes the heatt ſmite. Now as 
in avoiding of fn, ſo in practiſing piety, 
a man reads the Scripture at home, hea» 
reth the word preached in publick, per- 
formes duties in bis family, But why 
doth he thus? iſ to ſatisfy conſcience in 
obedience unto God tis well; but if 
baſe and ſiniſter ends to pleaſe and ſa- 
cisfy his owne catnall deſite, this is _ 
an 


goods and their cattell be ours?) Ge. 34. 2 . 


or Heart- jewell. 


and far from a good ( unſcicuce. We find 
the Shechemites gloſſe hypocrites in 
this, they will joine with Gods people, 
and doe as they doe; be circamciſed as 
they are; had this been done out of 
conſcience, it would have rejoyced the 
hearts of all godly ones; but here is no 
ſuch thing, they will be circumciſed in- if 
deed, but not to pleaſe God, but to | 
pleaſe Hamor and Sbechem their Rulers, { 
and to enrich themſelves, (/ba/ not their 


Thus many now adaies amongſt us 
will make ſome ſhew of religion, per- 
forme holy duties both p«blike/y and | 
privately, not out of conſcience but out i 
of carnall policy. They have learned [i 
Matchiavels maxime, to ſeem religious 4 
1 4 credit, but to be religious ts 4 cumber. 
Its only a ferme without power, a fh 
without ſubſtance. They ſet not God be- 
fore their eyes, neither do they with 
Moſes ſee him that ic inviſible: they look ; 
only unto men, and all their ayme is 
bow they may pleaſe men, and adven- 
rage themſelves in earthly things! 
Therefore if you will be ſure your Con- 
5 ſcience 
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Pan. 1. 8. 


ſcience is good, do what you do, for 
({onſcience ſake, not becauſe man thinks 
it fic, and you think it profitable or he- 
#oxrable, but becauſe God commands 
its 

2. Note. If you have a good conſcience 
then will you ſuffer what you ſuffer, 
for Conſcience ſake, yea to latisfy Con- 
ſcience. This is praiſe worthy faith the 
Apoſtle, 1 Pet. 2. 19. when a man for 
conſcience towards God endures greife, 
ſuffers wrong, and as his precept, ſa his 
practice; had rather be puniſhed for dos 
ing well, then praiſed for doing evill. 
See this in Davxiel, he will ſuffer hun- 

er, feed upon Palſe, rather then de- 

le his conſciewce, The three (hildren 
will chuſe rather to have their bodies 
burned in ſchorching flames, then to 
have them bowed to a boſe Idol, And 
Pax! had rather that Aan ſhould 
ſmite him, then that his conſcience 
ſhould ſmite him. 

Try thy lelfe therefore by this Note, 
doeſt thou ſuffer, and doeſt thou ſo 
ſuffer as to ſatisfy conſcience, patiently 
bearing it, decauſe God will have it ſo, 

as 
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or Heart-jevvell, 43 
as David in the railing of Shimes, he 
curſeth me, becauſe God hath ſaid unto 
bim, curſe David. Not that God ſaid 
ſo much by word, but by a command 
of providence, ſo ordering and diſpo- 
ling of Shimes his malice, as to make it 
a rod to correc and chaſtiſe David for 2 Sn. 16. 
his ſin; but as a Scorpion to Shimes to 20. 
ſting him to death and deſttuction. 
Thus did Fob in all bis troubles, beate 
with them with wonderfull patience, he 5b. 1. 21. 
will not charge God fooliſply, but ſai th 
the Lord giveth, the Lord taketh away, 
praiſed be the name of the Lord, 

But alas how many now amongſt us 
would be accounted men of a good 
conſcience , and yet will ſuffer i 
for conſcience, They will ſuffer no greife, 
no paine, no loſſe for it. See this in 
Amaziah King of Judah, he hires an 
Army of an 100000 men of valour out , ,,. . ; 
of Iſrael, for an hundred Talents of ſil- s. 
ver, but God diſlikes his hired men, 
and ſends a Prophet unto Amaziah to 
diſmiſſe them. The King tells the Pro- 
phet, what ſhall / do for the 100 Talent 
is if he ſhould have ſaid, I have dif 2 
6 


os The Topa⁊, 


ſed 4 great ſumme of monyes, & (hall 


I now looſe all? You may ſee how loath 
he is to looſe his money, 100 Talents 
of ſilvera great ſumme. Bot alas what 
is 100 Talents to a good conſcience? yet 
look abroad in the world. and you may 
then deſcend from Talents to pounds, 
from pounds to pence, and from pence 
to farthings, and find ſome yea a mul- 
titude, that if a farthing and a good con- 
ſcience ſtand in competition, tney will 
looſe their Conſciencs to ſave their 
farthing. | 

Heare this you Tradeſmen, Typlers, 
Retailets, and all that have any com- 
merce in buying, and ſelling, witneſſe 
this truth with me; how often have 
you, and that upon the Lords day pre- 
ferred your ewne houſes before God: 
houle? your t:pling gueſts and pros 
phane Cuſtomers betore Gods mini- 
ſters and ſervants? chuſing rather to 
gaine a Trifl- at home, then to gaine 
ſaluation abroad in attending on Gods 
holy ordinances, Yea let me ſay yet 
more unto you, how often hath your 
conſcience blamed you for ſo doing, and 
you 
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you, whereas you ſhould have hearke- 
ned unto conſcience voice, have ſtope 
Jour cares and blamed conſcience for 
too much ſtrictneſſe, too much render- 
neſſe; what mean theſe words of yours? 
If t ſhould be ſo ſtrict in my dealings 
as Preachers would have me to be, 1 
might ſoon pluck dawn my ſigne, ſhat 
up my ſhop, & ſit ſtill and do nothing. 
Let me tell ſuch, theſe words ſavour not 
of a good, but an evi / Con/cience, God 
puts none of his into ſuch ſtreights, as 
that they cannot live except they live 
unholily, unjuſtly. Believe it, as there 
is no calling, be it never ſo high, that 
muſt call thee from God, ſo there is no 
calling be it never ſo low, that muſt 
give thee a diſpenſation to difhonour 
God. And as in the greateſt calling 
men may live both fully and faithful ly; 
ſo in the meaneſt calling, if men uſe di- 
ligence wich conſcience, they may live 
honeſtly and yet comfortably. Oh there- 
fore my Beloved caſt off ſuch gaine, as 
filthy lacre ; ſuch cuſtomers, a» your 
great enimies: and take up this holy te- 

olution never to make haſt for wealth, 
nor 


The Topaz, 


norto uſe any unlawfall meanes for 
this tranſitory Traſh, but ſay, if I begg 
] begg, if 1 ſtarve I ſtarve, I will looſe 
all, rather then looſe a good conſcience 
3. Note of a good Conſcience is bold - 
neſſe for God and in Gods canſe. The 
Prov. 28.1 7ighteon are as bold a1 a Lyon, Prov. 28. 
1, When the conſcience is good, the 
courage is great, it will make a man to 
have a Lions heart and an Angels 
face; ſuch an heart had Paul, when he 
- looked on the Councell, AR. 23. 1. 
= — 4 ſuch a face had Stephen the Proto- Mat- 
„etyr, Act. 6. 15. All that fate in the 
Councell looking fiedfaſtly on him, ſaw 
his face as if it had brew the face of an 
eAngel. This good conſcience will make 
a mans face 44 « flint againſt ſuch as 77 

Et ·3· 8,9. bell againſt God, Exek. 3.8, 9. 
If: 41.10, Let but God call upon ſuch, ſaying, 
13-14 feare not worme Jacob for I am with ther, 
be not afraid, for I am thy God: or let 
4d. 23. 11 him ſtand by them, as he did by Paul, 
and bid him be of good cheer: They pre- 
ſently rake ſuch courage onto them, 
that having God for them, they feare 
not who are againſt them. David will 
E. 6. not 
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not feare an hoaſt of men, Athanaſina 1 
world of men, and Laber will neg” es 
feare 2 multirnde of Divels, were they e ſtory of 


a .. 4 Martin 
in number as many, as there were Tiles Luiber. , 
upon the houſes of #ormese S 


But alas where are theſe valiant ones 
become? we have many very conrags- 
owe for themſelves, and in what makes 
for their owne intereſt; but as for God 
and in his cauſe they ate very C.- 
Wards, 


They are bed for fin, but bau 


but net for God: And vet ſuch would be 
accounted men of a good conſcience. 

But let me tell ſuch they do much R 
deceive themſelves, as they have not 
Pauls courage, ſo neither Pauli conſci- 
ence, and as they are ſtrangers to a good 
conſcience, ſo are they ſtrangers to a | 
moſt good God, who will be ſo far from h 
bleſſing them, that he will ſurely car/e | 
them, and give ſuch timerous and fear- | 
full perſons, which want the fire of 
zeale, their part inthe lake that burneth 
with fire and brimeſtone, Which i the ſe- 
tend diatb. Rev. 21. 8. 


—_—_ 
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A Childlike heart can never be pati- 
ent under Gods diſbenoxr, though he 
is alwaics ſilent under his di/þlcaſwre. 


Hoſes was coole in his owne cauſe, but 


hot when Gods credit lay at ſtake. When 
the children of Iſraei had wrought folly 
is the golden Calfe, the ztale of God did 
ſo cat him np, that be could as well con- 
raine fire i» his boſome, 28 be patient, 
when Gods glory ſuffer'd. 

Oh therefore try your ſelves upon 
this Note, and before you find your 
ſelves more bold for God, be not ſo bold 
as to boaſt of 2 good conſcience, 

4. Note of 8 good Conſcience is to 
love a Conſcientious Teacher and In- 
ſtrucer: be defices not to live under 2 
cold, man-pleaſing miniſtry , which 
preaches liberty, not ſttictueſſe of con- 
ſcience; which ſowerh pilloWes ander 


mens armoboles, and cryeth peace, peace, 


ſo that zone departeth from bu evill way. 
The good conſcience defireth ſuch a Preas 
cher, who is not ſhaken with feare, nor 
ſeduced with flattery, whoſe voice is 
the voice of a cryer; his ſound as the 
ſound of a tr»mper; bis words = 

P 


| Word in ſeaſon to him that was Weary, 


ſharp nailes and piercing goads; his prea - Eccl. i. 
ching an heart» pricking; his dividing of *": 
bis Text and matter the dividing aſun- Heb.4.02. 
der of ſoule and ſpirit, of the joints and 
marrow . Such we find amongſt the 
Prophets, that cryed aloud and did not 
ſpare to tell the people of their tran/greſſi- 
ons, and the howſe of Judah of their ſins. 
Such were amongſt the Apoſtles, who 
were ſons of Thunder, and threatned 
judgments againſt the wicked and re- 
belliow: Yea Chriſt himſelfe, who had 
the tongue of the learned to ſprake the Heb. $4.6; 
was alſo as a poliſved ſbafr, and his %. 
mouth as a arp Word, bis eyes 2s a 

flame of fire, and his comming into the 


49.2. 


| Temple none was able to abide; he was 
| 2852 Refiners fire, and Fullers ſoap, and MA. 3. 2. 


with the breath of hu lips he did ſlay the 1/4." 1. 4. 
wicked, I/. 11. 4. 

Such are the Teachers that a good 
conſcience loveth and delights in. But 
our age can no more endure this kind 
of preaching, then the Iſraclites could 
endure the Hill ſound of the Trumpet, 


ſounding louder and londer; and that — Hie. 1.49. 
- . 


rible 
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Lu. 24.47- 


AA, 20. 21. 


74. 9.16. 


rible fire, and that voice of words, which 
they deſired they might heare 1 
mort. Chriſts Miniſters now are be- 
come Antichriſtian (ſay they) their do- 
cttine only legall; though indeed they 
trace Chriſt and his Apoltles, and ob- 
ſerve their method, who firſt com- 
manded Repentance to be preac bed, and 
then remiſſion of (ins to be promiſed: and 
Paul drawes all his doAcine unto theſe 
2 leads, firſt repentance towards God; 
the ſecond faith in Jeſws (hriſt, Yet 
men are now become ſo tender, that 
they will not have their Dablah: 
toucht, you may not come unto them, 
as the good Samaritan, with Wine to 
ſearch and cleanſe, but only with faecth 
oyle to heale and comfort: it muſt be 
all the riches of Chriſt, and 2 naked 
faith in Chriſt. If you touch with Obe- 
dience, you ate legall, and Phiſirions of 
no baue. But let me tell ſuch as follow 
ſuch Doctors, their cauſe is dangerous; 
when the blind lead the blind, you can 
eaſily conclade what will follow. The 
leaders of this people canſe them to erre, 
and they that are lead of them, are * 

1d. 
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ed. Wherefore would you be aſſured 
that your conſcience is 2 good conſcience, 
do not with Aba hate HMicaiah, nor 
with Anenias {mite Paul, do not vilify 
thoſe wb God doth honowr; I meane 
zealous, honeſt and conſciencious mi- 
wiſters, Who labour in the word and do- 
frine, and ate examples to the flock in 
faith and love, in ſpirit and purity; if you 
do, we are bold to challenge you for 
men of an evill conſcience, but on the 
other fide if you honour them, as men 
bt ſent of God, and highly efteeme them for 
hi their workes ſake, and readily obey theit 
m, wholſome doctrine, fo/lowing them as 
to | they follow Chrift, you may then ſafe» 
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th ly conclude, we are aſſured Wwe have « 
be good conſcience, 
ed Left Note of good Conſcience is 


r. uni verſall Obedience. This is zn excellem 
of diſtinguiſhing note between truth and 
w errer, a goed and an evill conſcience.God 
, calls for this, ſaying, i» all things that 
i Ive commanded you, be circumlpeBt. Exad..;. 
he | God will have conſcience to be good 0 13. 
all perſons, AQ. 24. 16. and — all C Mee 
things, Heb. 13. * to grades % 
- 


= 
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ſeruue va- 
abl. 


Fer. 5. 1. 


all times. It muſt be our exerciſe daily 
to keep a conſcience void of offence bath 
towards God and towards man. He that 
hath a good conſcience bis heart is moul⸗ 
ded into obedience, his will is caſt into 
Gods will. He is ready to do what 
Ged commands, and to leave undone 
what God forbids. Like the flower that 
opens and ſhuts with the Sun. So it o- 
pens to God and ſhuts to fin. He de- 
fires to do Gods will on earth, as the 
Angels do it in heaven, readily, ſincere» 
ly, conſtantly. 

Let us now try our ſelves by this 
note, and'we ſhall find a good conſcience 
to be very rare, we may rw» ( with 
Jeremie)to and fre to find ſuch a man; 
we may goe into many families, townes 
& pariſhts & perchance miſſe him at the 
laſt. 

The prophane and vitious will not 
owne ſuch good conſcience; and the 
Civill Juſtitia and formall Hyprocrite 
care not. 

Theſe two laſt have high conceits 
of themſelves, but yet upon tryall will 
ba ſound too light. | pe 

ir 
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Firſt the civi// man thinks well of 
himſelfe becauſe he is kind unto his 
neighbour,defrauds no man, but payes 
every man to a penny, and as for the 
poor &needy,he is open handed ready 
to ſupply their wants at all times: and 
therefore doubts not but his conſcience 
is very good, but let me tell thee thou ci- 
vill man, thou art much deceived, if thy 
{ onſcience were good, thou wouldeſt 
be holy to God, as well as wpright to 
man, bow is itthat thou art ſo ignorant 
in the things of God and of thine own 
ſalvation, that thou makeſt no conſci⸗ 
ence of prayer in thy Familie, of reading 
the Word, of hearing it preached unto 
thee: no conſcience of an Oath,of a lie, 
and of keeping the Sabbath day, ſurelie 
if thy conſcience be not good to 
God as well asto man, itis void of 
goodneſſe. 

Secondly , The formal! Hypocrite is 
as high, it not higher, in his conceits of 
ſelf worthineſſe, He is one that labours 
to know God and to ſerve him , both 
publikelyintheCongregation, & private» 
ty in his Familie, hee is a profeſſed uni- 
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mie ,unto [gnorexce and prophanes and 
prayſeth God that he is nor af other men 
and ſo concludes that he bath a geod 
conſcience , 

Bat I muſt tell thee thouHyporite,thou 
art as much deceived as the former. The 
Grace of God that bringeth ſalvation 
teacheth thee to berighteourns well as 
holy. If thy conſcience be good, how 
is it that thou art ſo deceitful in ba- 
gaining; ſo falſe in prowiſingz ſo un- 
faithfull io paying: what 1s thy diſbo-· 
neſt religion better then the civill mans 
irreligions honeſty, you both come ſhort 
of a good conſcience and if you thus 
perſiſt will come ſhort of heaven & all 
true happineſſe, let me thtefote adviſe 
you to beware of others harmes, look 
upon Faul, Febu, Herod, and the vigh 
prieſts, Theſe in their owne eyes were 
very conſcionable men, Saul will not 
have the people to fin againſt the Lord 
in eating with the blend: Jehu will be 


Mark.6.16 Zealons for Ge in rooting out Ababs 


eritie. Herod makes cooſcience of 
his Oath to Herodias, —— Prieſt 
will not put the Jprice of blond into the 
treaſury, See 


SAS SAS 


or Heart-jewell. 


See and behold a Meſſe of Notorioms 
Hypecrites, had theſe been ſyncere their 
con/ciences would have been good to 
all, in all, and a lwaies. 

If Saul had truly made conſcience 
of beaſt blond he would not have been 
ſo prodigall of mens bloxd,as to deſtroy 
85. of the Lord, prieſts that Wore the Iyn⸗ 
nen Ephod. 

If tha had truly made conſcience 
of pulling downe Aub: Idols, be 
would not have left Perobaam (Ca- 


4. 

If Herod had truly made conſcience 
of an Oath, he would not fo eaſilie have 
granted Fohy Baptiſts head unto his 
Herodias . 

If the High; prieſt had trulie 
made conſcience of — the price 
of blouwd, they would not have beene 
ſo readie to give 3 price - blond 
as 30 peices to Judas to betray his 
Maſter , but as they ſowed, ſo they 
reaped:They ſowed fin andreaped ſhame, 
and ſo ſhall all that anſwer Gods coms 
mands in parte but not in whole. 

Bg If 
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The Toba, 

If therefore : thou wilt bea pproved 
of God, approve thy ſelfe zo God in an 
uni verſall Obedience, be good to all, be 
good in all,or not good at all, and thus 
much of this firſt uſe namely the uſe of 
Triall . 

2, Uſe, is for reproofe unto the 
ignorant and prophane, who though 
they never tryed, nor yet intend to try 
themſelves , by theſe fore-mentioned 
Notes or marks, yet will boldly tell 
you, they have a good Conſcience. 

But will you know upon what 
ground they build this bould Aſer- 
tion ? | 

Anſwer: It is upon a very falſe 
ground, and upon a very ſandie foun- 
dation, That is upon the ſtillneſſe and 
quiet neſſe of their Conſcience. 5 
they ſweare, lye, Neale, oppteſſe, be 
drunke, and act uncleaneſſe and all 
manner of villanie; yet their conſcience 
doth not moleſt or trouble them . 

They do not check, or ſay unto them 
what haſt thou done d and therefore are 
ready to bleſſe themſelves to be moſt 
happie, and to condewne others whole 
conſciences 


2 


or Heart- je well. 


57 


conſciences do trouble them to be moſt 
unhappy. 

But let me tell ſuch, that Quietneſſe 
or unquietneſſe are no infallible cha- 
tactets of a good or evill conſcience: 
poſſible it is that a quiet Conſcience may 
carrie a man merrilis to Hell, and on 
the other ſide an unquiet Conſcience 
may carrie a man crying to Heaven. 
The one may never dreame of Hell 
afore they fall into it, The other never 
be aſſured of Heaven before they have 
the poſleſſion of it . 

The old world were eating and 
drinking, revelling and making merry, 
when the floud came and ſwept them as 
way, Zimri and Coldi in the very Act 
of undleanneſſe, were thruſt through 
with a Iavelin, and how many in theſe 
unhappy warrs have ſuddenlie periſhed 
and come to a fearful! end, when they 
dreamed not of it. Their drunken 
health being their laſt draught, & their 
blaſphemeous Oaths their laſt words: 
ſo that we may crulie ſay they went 
merrily to Hell. : 
Againe 


: 
- 
| 
[ 


58 The Topaz, 
. Againe on the other ſide, if men 
profeſſing Chriſt may dye without 


aſſurance and yet be ſaved (as Af. 
Chambers in Leiceſter , who cryed 
out that he was damned, and Francis | 
Hatt p who would change his Condi- 
tion with Cain, Saul and Judas) If 
ſuch might be ſaved as ſome in Charity 
think, then may we ſay and that ſafe» 
lie that ſome go crying unte bea- 
ven. 
Wherefore my Adviſe to ſuch, is not 
to preſume upon a ſtill and quiet con- 
ſcience, but to ſee from whence this ſtil- 
neſſe & quietneſſe ariſeth,if from a true 
knowledg of Gods holineſſe and their 
owne vileneſſe, if from a true ſight and 
fence of their fin and an unfaived hu- 
miliation for the ſame, with an Aſſu- 
rance of Gods free pardon in Chriſt, 
then is their peace and quietneſſe of 
the right kind, ſuch a Sinn 2s 
neicher doth nor can accuſe,them but 
— a Comfortable teſtimonie of their 
oly walking before God ſince their 
converſion, 


Examples of ſuch, we find in * 


6 


or Heart-jewell, 59 


ny, that he pleaſed God, ſo Paul I have efti 
lived (faith he) inal good good ( onſci- - y. = 
ence before God,untill this day. Theſe 27 
bad good Conſciences indeed, fuch 4 n+ 
2s ſpeak peace with Gods allow- _ - 
ance, mint ledis, 
But if thy quietneſſe or ſilneſſe Sedexcitara 
which is in thee, do ariſe out of an in beminem 
| Ignorance of God and of thy ſelfe, not — 
| knowing the mind and will of — 
| and how Croſſe their waies and workes /cientiacax- 
— been unto the ſame, Or if out e- 
of impenitency, vot regarding (in, nor 77 
humbling thy ſelfe for (in, © hen let 
me tell thee thy conſcience is not good etiam morte 
but evill, thy quiet conſcience is a «ppropin- 
f lepie Conſcience, 2 dull and drowſie quenteexcis. 
| Conſcience, and if not timelie preven- Des. 
| ted will prove a dead, /eared & a cante lens ut 
riſed conſcience, 1 Tim. 4. 2. & though for imma: 
the — ſleep like a charliſh maſtife bomin? ter- 
and neither bite nor barks, yet at laſt 1-4/7, 


it will be awakened and fly in thy fans 


er ee — 
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face, and tare thee, as the Divell did 
the man in which be entred Mark.9. 22, 
He rent him and threw him into the fore, 
Belſhazer was drinking wine in Bowles: 
Bur there came out Fingers on the wall 
and his countenance changed, Dan, 5.5. 
When the eye of your conſcience ſhall 
be opened, and thou ſhalt ſee a diſmal! 
hand- writing againſt thee, hell gaping, 
and the Juſt Judge preparing Venges 
ance for thee, what prodigious horror 
will ſurptize thee ? hadſt thou a world 


of worlds in thy poſſeſſion , thou , | 


wouldſt count them of coo ſmall Va- 
lue to purchaſe a freedome from theſe 
firſt fruits of Hell, 

As 2 member that is Benumb'd 
with lleepe, is ſenleleſſe and ſeems to 
be voide of all life, But yet when it 
gathers blood and awakens againe, it 
Shoots and pricks, and feeles as big as 
Ten, So Conſcience may be paſt 
feeling: Epkeſ. 4 19, « enn Remor- 
ſeleſſe, Stupid, like a member that is 
benumm d, and hath no ſenſe in it (as 
the word ſignifes)like a dead man that 
feeles not the heavieſt Burden = 

ai 


— — 


or Heart: je well. 
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laid on him. But when it is aWakned, 
Oh that Infinite unexpreſſable tot- 
ments, that will ſurtound thy pretious 
ſoule ! At thy Right hand, thy (ins will be 
accuſing thee. At thy Left hand Iu- 
finite Devills expecting thee . . 
Under thee the fulneſſe of hell bur. 
ning; Above theean Angry Judg , and 
within thee thy Conſcience tormenting. 
So that to /ive will be a torment, to dye 
will be an Hell. Yea God himſelfe will 
rowſe it up, if not by his word as he 
did Ahab Conſcience, or by his rod as 
he did Pharaohs, yet by his terrible 
preſence when thou ſhalt ſtand before 
bis Tribunall, then ſhalt thou call 
unto the monntaines to fall upon thee, and 
the Hills to cover thee from the preſence of 
the Lord: Yea then ſhall thy conſcience 
like 2 vulture gnaw upon thy hearr, 
and like a Scorpion ſting thy very 
ſoule, and that rigourouſlie, without 
{ommuleratios: conſtantly, without 
intermiſſion: and continually, without 
ceſſation: then ſhalt thou feele tha 
worme that never dyeth, and —_ 
| chat 


— 
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that never goeth out. Oh therefore do not 

content thy ſelfe which a falſe peace, but 

labour for the peace which God appro» 

veth, give no reſt to thine eyes or ſlumber 

unte thine eye lids before thou haſt 

2 2 Food conſcience.namely A Com 
Cor. 6. 1 1. 


bloud and ſpirit of Chriſt. 
3. Uſe for Comfort to ſuch as have 
tried and upon a truetryall have found 
themſelves to be enric with this 
ons Jewel namely a good conſcience, 
let ſuch magnifie God & ſay, the Lord 
bath dealt moſt bountifallie with me, 
praiſed be his greatName for bu 5 
hable gift. Elkanah could ſay to Han- 
nah that he was better unto her then ten 
ſennes, But thy good conſcience may tru- 
ly ſay to the that ſhe is better then 
ten thouſand ſonnes then a world of 
earthlie freinds, for under God and his 
Chriſt,conſciexce is the friend of friends 
the trueſt, ſweeteſt, conſtanſt and moſt 
faithfull friend. : 
1. The traeſs Friend, which will 
deale moſt truly with thee, carthly 
Frinds come ſhort both in — 


ience both parified and paciſiad by the 
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and comforts, they doe what they 
do by halfe, ſpeak a little to thy face, 
but more behind thy back, and many 
— — r 1 ; when 
ou doe 2 will thou 
doeſt evill, and when thou doekt evill, 
They will ſay well done, but thy good 
conſcience will not do ſo, will not daa 
with untamperod morter not call good, 
evill, nor evill goods but will deal 
very plainly with thee, accuſing thee 
when thou doeſt ill, and ſo ec 
thee when thou doeſt well . Phil 
2. The ſweeteſt friend, that will nale 
thee ever metry , and as rejoyces 
to laugh under the whip ,to ſing in the 
ſtocks, to joy even then when thy 
goods are ſpoyled, yea in the ſharpe 
tryalls to rejeyce that thou art accounted 
Worthy to ſaffer for Cbriß and to Com- 
pleat thy Joy, thy Conſcience will feaſt 
thee,nor once or twiſe but every day, 
it will be a cont inuall feaſt unto thee. 
3. The conſtanſ# friend, In time 
of diſtreſſe, when carnall friends fayle 
thee,this will abide with thee. Arc 
thou in diſgrace which men, hated tra · 


Fob, 16. 
19. 
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duced, accuſed, condemned, do the 
Abjects mock thee, the drankards make 
ſongs upon thee, do Beliaſte charge thee 
with lies and Falſities, doth Tertulu 
withall his Art render thee an odious 
and peſtilent fellow. Againe, do thy 
own friends account thee an bypocrite 
as Jobs friends did him, and the world 


value thee as the filth and of-(couring of | 


all things, yet comfort thy ſelfe in this; 
that thy reſtimony is on high, and thy 
witneſle in heaven, yea thy witneſle is 
on earth, in thine owne conſcience, 
ſay with Job, not with ſanding all 
their ſpite and lies againſt me, 7 wil 
bold faſt my righteonſneſſe and will not 


Fob. 27.6. let it go,my conſcience ſhall not reproach 


we whilſt 1 live. 

4. The faithfull't friend, that will 
help at a pinch, and when thou artin 
greateſt need; 7b tells us that he had 
friends, but they were unfaithfull, They 
deceived him as a brook deceiveth the 
wearie and thitſtie Traveller, he comes 
unto it in Summer to quench bis 
thirſt and then behold it is dried up: 

again 
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againe he ſeeks unto it in the Winter 
ſeaſon, and then behold it is frozen, ſo 
that he is ſtill diſa pointed of his hope. 
Thus deale my unfaithfull friends with 
me faith Job, when I have moſt need 
of their help, then they faile me. Solo- 
mon compares ſuch to a broben Tooth, Prov. 2. 
and a foot out of joynt, which will ſurely 19. 
deceive ſuch as truſt unto them; for 
when they go to cate, their tooth will 
hinder them; or when to walke, their 
foot will paine them, and ſo to be of 
no aſe or profit unto them. But a good 
Conſcience is no ſuch falſe friend, no 
thou mayeſt cruſt unto it in the gtea- 
teſt preſſures, in times of diſgrace, po- 
verty, ſickneſſe, death, and judgment: 
when all forſake thee, then will thy 
conſcience like 2 faithfull Jonathan ſtand 
by thee. Ruth's reſolution to ſick to 
Naomi in all changes was more then | 
ordinary to tell her that »orfing but 
death fhowld part them: But here behold | 
& better freind, death ſhall not part thee 

and thy Conſcience, ſhe will be with 
thee in ſickneſſe and in health, in life 
and death, in — and before 


Job. 5. 15. 


Ruth. 1.17 


Gods 
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Gods Tribunall . Therefore rejoice, 
and let thy God be ever magnified. 

4. Uſe is to exhort all ſuch as have 
not this Hrartejewell of a good conſcience, 


to labour above all things for the en- 


joyment of it, This is that au] neceſ+ 
ſarium, though generally negleRed, 
Every man voluntarily of himſelfe de- 
fires a good Wife, good Children, good 
Servants, good Cloathes, good hou- 
ſes, yea all good; but as for a good con- 
ſcience which is worth all, and without 
which all cheſe outward bleſſings will 
be but ſo many curſes unto us, yet alas 
how careleſſe are moſt in the getting 
of the one, how earneſt and laborious 
in the other. Let me therefore adviſe 
you inthe firſt place to labour for a 
good conſcience, ſo ſhall all theſe out» 
ward bleſſings be ſweetned unto you. 
Now that you may not be deceived 
in this rich commodity, I will briefly 
ſhew you what it is, 

A good conſcience is 2 conſcience both 
purified and paciſied; miſtake me not, 


good Com- ] deny not but that Conſcience may be 
Kience in. good, if only pwrified; but it cannot bs 


well 
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well compleated, except it be alſo paci- 

d, for without this latter, there is 
many a ſad ſoule ſo troubled, that they 
will uot beleive they have what indeed 
they have, viz. a good (on/cience, They 
are ſo far from Pauli aſſnrance of 2 
good conſcience, that they rather be- 
leive their conſciences to be very evill 
and defiled Therefore ſtrive to get 
them both, namely a conſcience truely 
purified, and truly paciſied. 

Now followes the meanes both to 
purify and pacify conſcience. 

1. For the purifying of conſcience, it 
is the part of every one profe ſſing 
Chriſt, to cooſider that his conſcience 
naturally is defiled, and that there is a 
neceſſity of taking off this defilement, 
if we would be ſaved, namely theigno« 
rance, error, and hardneſſe of conſci- 
ence wherewith it is polluted . The 
principall meanes are wo. 


67 


Meanes, 


Tu. 1.17. 


1. The firſt means to effect it, is the prineipall 


have out hearts ſprinkled from an rvill 


| bload of (rift: by this bload we muſt meanes. 


conſcience. This is a ſingular way to have — 1 * 


out Conſriences * from dead works & 9. 14. 
2 10 


— — 
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Mal. 3.2. 


to ſerve the living God. 

2. Meanes is the Spirit of (hbrift. 
This is that mundifying water mentis 
oned Cel. 36. 25. I will /prinkle chan 


water wpon yow, and ye ſhall be clean 


from all your filthine ſſe. Theſe two, | 


Chriſts bloud and Chriſts ſpirit will 
cleanſe the fouleſt finncr and the moſt 


defiledſt conſcience, Paul writing unto | 
the Corinthians tells them what filthy | 


creatures they were, namely Fornice. 


tors, Idolaters, effeminate, abuſers of | 


themſelves with mankind, T heeves, (+ 
vetous, Drunkards, Railers, Extorti- 
exers, and then ſhewed them by what 
meanes they were cured and cleanſed, 
namely by the blood and ſpirit of 
Chriſt. But ye are Waſhed, but ye an 
Santiified, but ye are juſtified, in the nam. 
of the Lord peſus, and by the Spirit of aur 
God, This is the refiners fire and fuller! 


ſope, this is that hyſope which will make 
Ks 44 white as ſnow, yea more white then 


ſnew, Pſ. 51.7. 


Other meanes there are, which | 


though not comparable to the firſt, 
yet as ſubſcrvient, are likewiſe requiſite 
to 


Feen denen 


— 
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to this purifying of Conſcience, namely 
the Word, Faith, Repentance. . 

1. The Word. Now are ye cleane _ 
(faith Chriſt) ehrowgh the word that! 
have [poken unto you, Fohn. 15. 3, That 
is to ſay, the word accompanied with 
the power of my Spirit. 

2. So Faith is of a cleanſiog nature, 
it will purge the heart and cleanſe the 
converſation, Att. 15, 9. 

3. And as for repentance, we find 
that when 7«d«b had defiled her ſelſe 
with fin, God calls her to repentance 
a8 a way of cleanſing. Waſh ye, make 
you Cleans, put away the evill of your do- 
ings from before mine eyes, ceaſe to do e- 
vill, learne to do well, and then theugh 
your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be 4 II. 1. 16. 
white a4 ſnot. Thus you ſee how a de- 
filed conſcience may be purified. 

2, Next followes how conſcienct may 


de pacified. Conſider firſt of all what 
it is that troubles conſcience, It muſt be 


one of theſe ehree, either ſin, or Satha, "nt 


| OrGods anger. It mas in that ſo trous 


bled Paul, the law in bu wembers that 
warred againſt the 1 of his mind, ” 
C3 0 


Leſſe prin» 


— — * 


70 


— 


The Topaz, 


Rom. 7. 24 


ſo diſquieted him, that it made him to 
cry out, O wretched man that I am, who 
ſhall deliver me. 2. It was Sathan that 
winnowed Peter, and wrbſtood Jehoſhus 
3. Gods an ger that ſo moleſted David, us 


to make him cry out, Lord rebuke me | 
not in thy wrath, neither chaſten me in thy | 


hot di(plraſwre, there 14 no ſoundneſſe in 
w? fleſb becauſe of thine anger, Therefore 
unto ſuch as aretroubled with the fight 
df their i»; the aſſaults of Sarhav, or 


fence of Gods diſplraſure, if their con | 


ſciences be unquiet becauſe of theſe, 
either one or all, be carefull in the uſe 
of ſuch meanes us God hath ordained 
for pacifying conſcience. 

Now thit Emay not be tedious, te- 


member what were the meanes to pas 


rifie conſcience, and thou ſhalt find the 
very ſame meanes will pacify ' eonſcid 
Ence. 

I told thee before that the bloud of 
Chriſt and. the Spiric of Chiſt as prin? 
Cipall, 2, The word, faith, and repen- 
tance as leſſe principall. Theſe would 
make a dcfiled conſcience to become 
pure: 25 
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So now I muſt tell thee againe to 
make thy conſcience quiet thou muſt 
have 

1. The blond of Chriſt. Paul tels 
us that Chriſt by the bloud of hu Croſſe, 


— 


i. e. by his bloudy oblation made upon Col. 2. 20 


the croſle, bath made peace and rec onci- 
led all things, Now rightly to undet- 
ſtand this Text, you muſt know that by 
fin, heaven and earth were ſet at vari- 
ance, and the creatures in them: but by 
Chriſt there is unity ſer, not only bes 
twixt God and man, but alſo berwizt 
men and the Angels that are in heaven, 
u alſo the creatures that are upon the 
earth, now if Chriſt blond be ſuch a 
Catholicon to take off all enmity be- 
ween God and man, between men and 
Angels in heaven, men and creatures 
onearth, and to make peace, then let 
us acknowledge it an excellent means 
to pacify conſcience. This was typifi- 
ed ia the bloud of the Paſcall lamb: 
where this bloud was /prink/ed wpon any 
door poſt, there was peace and ſecurity 
againſt the deſtroyer. So where the 
land of (hriſt is ſprinkled upon the 
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Heb, 10. 
19. 


ſoule, their conſcience is at peace, and 
hath ſecurity againſt all the remaining 
guilt and corruption of fin, the rage of 
Sathao, & danger of Gods diſpleaſure. 

This bloud gives the ſoule all b 
weſſe to enter in into the holieſ of all by « 
new and living Way, and gives us aſſu- 
rance before God. 

2. Meanes to pacify conſcience is the 
ſpirit of Chriſt , As his blond is the 
procuring cauſe, ſo his ſpirit the producing 
cauſe For this cauſe Chriſt and the ho- 
ly Ghoſt are called by one and the ſame 
name, becauſe their end and bufineſſe 
is the ſame, namely to procure peace 
to the ſoule. They both are called = 
ezxamu or Advocates, Chriſt is our 
Advocate and and the ſpirit is Gods 
Advocate, Chriſt is our Advocate to 
the father to procure us peace; The 
ſpirit againe is Gods advocate to us 
to prodace peace. As the one prevailes 
with God for granting peace, fo the 
other prevailes with us co entertaine 
peace. See this cleared in 1 Joh: 2. 1. 1f 
any man fin we have a Parac let with 
the father Jeſus Chriſt the 1 
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Chriſt is our advocate: againe Job, 14. 
16, I Will pray the father and he ſhall give 
you another Paraclete, In this place the 
holy Ghoſt is Gods advocate, ſo you 
plainly ſee how the bloud and ſpirit of 
Chriſt muſt make up this true and full 
peace. Now for the cauſes or meanes 


leſſe principall and ſablervient, as the. 


word, faith, repentance. b 
Firſt the word, it is a word of reconci- 
lation and pacification. Thus Peter to 
Cornelius and his company tells chem, 
Je know ( faith be) che word which Gd 
bath ſent to the children of Iſrael, prea- 


ching peace by Feſws Chriſt which is Lord Act. 10. 36 


«ll- Now as the Scripture in gene- 
rall may be ſaid to be a word of peace, 
ſo more eſpecially the Goſpell; This is 
called the word of peace. The Author 


of it the Prince of peace. The miniſter the R m. 10. 
— of peace, and his pte. ding 15. 


the goſpel], the miniſtry of reconciliati - 


on, yea 25 one ſaith it is Gods procla- Cor. J. 


mation and our Charter of peace, con- 
tainiog the largeſt conceſſions of 
peace, It is Gods ad of oblivis 


on 


Rom 


| 
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on and his act of indemnity. Sheffeeld 
on conſe: p. 42, 

2. Meanes of pacifying conſcience is 
faith. As the conſcience cannot ſpeak 
peace with Gods allowance before it 
be purged, ſo not peace after it is pur- 

d wichout faith; This is a grace that 
will doe both, i e. purify and pacify. 

1. That faith will purify iscleer, Alt. 
15. 9. Faith pargeth the hrart and clean- 
feth the comver/ation. 2. That it will alſo 
pacify, this appeares Rows. 5, 1. Being 
juſtifged by faith, we have peace with 
God through aur Lord laſus Chriſt, Peace 
is the daughter of faich: This is that 
Dove that brings an Olive branch of 
peace in its mouth, acd preſents-God a 
pacified and reconciled father unto us. 
O how ſweet is that peace. which faith 
breeds? It is a' Chriſtians heaven upon 
earth. A bunth of Grapes that growes 
on the true Vine, joy in life, peace at 
death, proſperity in adverſity, ſtaffe in 
affliction, anker in deſperation, theres 
fore Chriſt calls it ea & ces d, An- 
ticipation of heaven. 

3. The third and laſt ſubſervient 
meanes 


— — _ _ 
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meanes is Repentance. The Apoſtle 
tells ws aur conſciences muſt be parged 
from dead workes, and we muſt have re- 

ntance from dead worker. We muſt 
ſtill acknowledge that it is the bloud 
of Chriſt that muſt purge our conſcien- 
ces from dead workes, and ſo worke 
peace; yet know this, that this peace is 
not wrought in our apprehenſion, nei» 
ther do we feele this faith without 
further act. Therefore to our faith muſt 
be joined repentance, though not ma- 
king of our peace; yet for the, feeling 
of this peace, 

Let us now then breifly enumerate 
the cauſes principle and leſſe principle. 
1, Chriſts bloud procuring. 2. Chriſts 
ſpirit producing. 3. His word proclais 
ming, 4. Faith aſſuming. 5. Repen- 
tance declaring and evidencing. All 
theſe in their order, not in a way of 
coordination, but in a way of ſubordina= 
tion do effect the ſweet peace of conſeis 
ence, Which paſſeth all mnuderſtanding, 
Phil. 4.7. And is the ſweeteſt compa» 
nion that ever accompanied man in 


this vale of mortality; 


Heb.9.14 


Hitherto 
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Hitherto of the goodneſſe of Conſcience 
and how it becomes good, namely by 
the bloud and ſpirit of Chriſt, where 
by it is both purified and pacitied. 

In the next place I maſt commend 
unto you theſe 3 things as ſpecially to 
be minded and endeavoured by you. 


1. Having 
2. Holding of Conſcience, 
3. Well aſing 


1. Firſt let it be your ſpeciall care to 
have this good conſcience, and that you 
may have it take theſe few direRi- 
ons. 

1. Be ſenſeable of the want of it, al- 
deit naturally we are all deſtitate of 
this jewell, yer very few complaine for 
want of it. Some are pure i» their om 
ger, yet were: never purged from their 
fplthine ſe, their conſcience: xs defiled as 
ever. Others openly profane and wic- 
ked, that adde drunironiſſe to thirſt, yet 
when a curſe is pronounced againſt 
them, they will 6/efſe themſelves ſaying, 
we ſhall have peace: I muſt ſay to ſuch, 
they are whole & aden Phyſician 


— 
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Thele are not as yet in a capacity of 
receiving this bleſſing, 

Therefore 7 adviſe you, firſt to ſee 
the filthineſſe of your conſciences, how 
defiled with ignorance, error and har- 
dineſſe: and having ſeen it, with che 
leper coufeſſe it, and ſay Maſter, I am 
wncleane, 1 am uncleane: when thy 
diſeaſe is knowen, the cure is halfe 
wrought, therefore I ſay by all meanes x;, , . 0 
to 1 how thy / oule and conſcience is de. f 
filed. 

2.Seek out an able Phyſician that can 
care thee, thioke not to find him here 
on earth, thou muſt go to heaven 
for him, it is God that firſt 
made thy conſcience, and he alone it is 
that can emal it: and therefore ad- 
dreſſe thy ſelfe unto him, humbly and 
faichfally acknowledging his power, 
and in the /epers phraſe expreſſe the 
deſire of thy heart and ſay, Maſter if 
thou Wilt thou canſt make me clean. | 
And to quicken thee in this, 7 will ſay | 
unto thee, as the Di/ciples unto the 
blind man, go he calleth thee, Mark. 10. 

1. Chriſts #* 
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1. Chriſts invitation; {ome unte me 
ye that ars weary and heavy laden, and 1 
will refreſh you. All ye that more and 
more feel the burden of fin, and can 
find no way to remove it, come you all 
to me, and 1 will eaſe you of your bur. 
den of (in paſt, Pi: 32. 1, and free 
you from ſervitude of it hereafter. Sin 
ſhall not have dominion over you, Rom, 
6. 14. Therefore as blind ' Bartimews, 
when Chriſt called him, forthwith caſt 
off his garment, roſe up and went to 
Chriſt; ſo thou who haſt an evi con 
ſcience make no delay, ſhake off all im- 
pediments and run to Chriſt the true 
Phiſitian, and he will healethee of thy 
diſeaſe, and give thee a pure and peace» 
able conſcience. There is water enough 
in /ordas; there is ba/me enough in Giz 
lead to poute into your wounds. And 
there is a Phiſitian there too, and de- 
fires thee to come, and will heale thee 
Without money or moneyes Worth, Tis but 
looking on this brazen ſerpent and be 

whole. 
2. Motive, His promiſe is to cure thee, 
he bath ſaid he will give thee en heart, 
put 
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put 4 ne ſpirit into thee, take away thy 


ſtony heart out of thy fleſh, and give thee 
an heart of flaſh. Now what is this leſſe 
then to cure thy ſoule and conſcience, 
therefore thou mayeſt boldly go unto 
the Lord, plead the covenant between 
God and thee, tell him thou haſt it to 
ſhew under his hand, and fo hold him 
to his promiſe. Lord thou haſt ſaid thou 
wilt give me a new heart, a new con- 
ſcience, therefore Lord create in we 4 
new heart and renew a pure conſcience 
within me, let old things be done away and 
lit all things become new. 

3. Direction is to obſerve what thy 
Phiſitian ſhall adviſe thee, his directi- 
ons are plainly ſer downe in his large 
Phiſicx book, namely the book of Seri p- 
twres, there thou ſhale find what thy 
diſeaſe is, the nature and ſymptomes 
of it, the meanes to cure it alſo, what 
diet thou muſt keep in the time of thy 
diſeaſe to be freed from it, and what 
diet afterwards to prevent a relapſe. 

Take heed therefore when thy great 
Phifitian hath adviſed thee What 
meanes to uſe to take off this hprenſy 

com 


Ezek. 11, \ 
18,19. 
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from thy ſoule. Doe not ſlight it a 
Naamas did Eliſbe's advice t the 
lepronſy of his body; when he adviſed 


him to waſh in Jordan and be cured, 


2 King. 5. 
9.10. 


the text ſaith he was wroth, preferring 
his owne waters of Abaneh and Pbarpar 
rivers of Damaſcus as better then all 
the waters of /ſrael. Take heed bee not 
wiſer then thy Doctor, credas mice 
wt valtasr, follow his directions and 
thou ſhale be bealed. Cate and live, 
weſb and be cleane. Thus far by way of 
eperative, proceed we now unto the 
Phyſickie ſelfe, in which we find many 
fimples compounded, as Naturals and 
Spirituals added. 
1. We ate to adde light to light, i. 
e. the light of Scripeare unto the light 
of Natur, without knowledge the 
conſcience cannot be good, but us 2 
blind man drinke poiſon as ſoon as 
whotfome liquor, and ſtand as ſecure» 
ly upon the brinke of a deep dungeon, 
as upon a broad pavement, and why, 
becauſe he ſeeth not the venome of the 
one, nor yet the danger of the other. 
Even ſo the blind conſcience drinks im- 
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quity as water, and ſtands feareleſly 
upon the brinke of hell, without any 
fear of falling into it. and all becavſe 
he ſeeth not the vileneſſe of the one, 
nor yet the miſcheife of the other, into 
which he runneth, therefore adde I ſay 
unto the light of nature the light of 
ſcripture, 

2. Adde bloud to bloud, i. e. the 
blaud of Chriſt, to thy ſin-bleeding ſoule, 
this is that bloud which muſt cure thee 
and no other bloud can doit. 1. Beaſts 
bloud will not heale thy conſcience, 
the blond of buls and goats cannot purge 
away fin. 2. — will not as 
the blond ef Abel, or the bloud of Mar. 
uri. 3. Thine owne bloud will not 
cure thee, Saul having an evill conſcience 
mighe thinke to eaſe him ſelfe by fal. 
ling on his owne ſword, and ſhedding his 
owne bloud; but alas this will not cure 
bur kill. Ther's nothing can cure our 
ſick polluted conſciences , but only ba» 
thing in the poole of Betheſda. There is 
nothing can make us white, but the 
blond of the lamb. It is Chriſts b/oud ons 


ly; this is that fonnteine for fin and for Tach. 13. 
G 


uncltane ſſe, 
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wncleaneſſe; this is the bloud that muſt 
cleanſe thee from all ſin, 1 John 1. 7,8. 
See therefore thou adde unto thy blee- 
ding ſoule this precious blood. 

3. Adde ſpirit unto ſpirit, i, e. unto 
thy ſpirit Gods ſpirit, When God ſpirit 
comes into thy ſbirit, it will not only 
regenerate thy ſpitit, but witneſſe with 
thy /pirit that thou art healed, and make 
thee with a joyfull voice to cry our Ab- 
ba father, Rom. 8,16. 

4. Adde faith to faith; unto thy ge- 
nerall faith an applicative faith, thou 
then wile not only beleive that theſe 
former ſimples and ingredients thus 
compounded, and as it were mixed, will 
cute an evill conſcience, but will boldly 
ſay, my evill conſcience by theſe meanes 
is purged and quieted. Where theſe 
principles and limples are thus com- 
pounded and happily joined together, 
there is a petfect cute; the evil conſci-· 
ence is become a good conſceence, the dev 
filed conſcience a purged conſcience; 
the troubled conſcience, a peaceable con- 


fcience: thou art made whole, therfore 


as our Saviour unto the Adultereſſe, 
when 
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when ſhe had received metcy, gave her 
this Civear, fo in no more: 10 lay I to 
| thee that haſt a pure and peaceable con- 
| ſcience, go ſin no more, but oblerve thy | 
Phylitians rulesin keeping a good diet: i, 
be holy to God, wpright to man, & ſober | 
in thy ſelfezif not,. thou wilt fall back in- 
to thine old diſeaſe, & ſo thy condition 1 

will be mote deſperate then ever. 

Now for pre/ervatives, that conſci- 

ence may keep its purity and peace. 

I. eAbſtaine from all appearances of 
| evill, Account no (19 little, but temem- 
| der that a little leake may ſinke a ſhip, 
| and one ſpark of fie may burne a city, 

it was but a wanton glance at firſt in 
| David, when he looked on Bathſbeba, 
: but if you mark it, many /3ns and ma- 
| ny ſorrowe followed upon that glance 
of his, ſo that which James ipeaketh is 
bere moſt true, betho/d bow great a flame 
4 little fire kindleth, therefore abſtaine 
from the appearance of (jo. 
a 2. Beware of intimacy with any un- \ 
godly perſon, take heed whom thou 


4 | makeſt thy companion, the ſweeteſt 
n | Uſpoſitions are ſooneſt ſowred by e- 
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2 Tim. 2. 
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vill ſociety, wicked Ahab is no fit com- 
panion for godly Fehoſhaphar , nor 
Cerinthus (the Heretick ] for John 
the Divine, Take heed of ſuch as are 
either erroneous in judgment, or vitiew 
in converſation , wilt thou joine 
with thoſe that are enimies unto God? 
doeſt thou not know that one diſeaſed 
ſheep may infect an whole flock, ſo 
on corrupt man may corrupt 2 multi- 
tude: as we find in Alexander, Hy- 
me neun, Phila , Phigelins , Hermo- 
gines , and others, whuſe word did 
eat as doth a Canker, which if not 
—_ prevented will grow incu- 
rable. 


Nba? The Otiginall word is gangreve, 


which ſigniſies tocare, as the diſeaſe 
called a wolfe or 2 canker doth, which 
conſumeth not only the part where it 
is, but ſpreadeth farther in the fleſh, 
Such is the Nature of Hereticall do- 
ctrine, if it be not ſtopt in the be- 
ginning & cured by ſolid confurati- 
ons and Eccleſiaſticall cenſures, upon 
thoſe that are obſtinate; it will ſpread 
far, and run over the whole body — 
the 
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the Church. Bewate of ſuch, 4 man that 


1 an Heretich, after the firſt and ſecond Tit. 3. 10, 
admonition rejełt: knowing that he that iz 11. 


ſuch, i ſubverted, and ſinneth, being 
condemned of himſelfe, i. e. convinced 


in his owne con/cience, that he ſhuts 


his eyes againſt the light, and reſiſteth 
and oppoſeth the known ttuth. 

The like I ſay for prophane and vi- 
tiow perſonz; though they entice thee, 
con ſent thow not: and if they ſay, come 
with us, or be one of us, oh come not 


into the way of ſinners , nor enter into the Prov. i. 10 


counſell of the ungodly, leſt thou ſir in the Prov.3.34 


ſeat of the ſcorner, and at laſt become a 
ſcorne and a deriſion unto God and 

the godly. X 
3. In doubtfull things take the ſureſt 
and ſafeſt way. All men have fie, and 
ſo conſequently error in them. Great 
differences ariſe in things practicall, 
one holds recreations on the Lords day, 
and another denies it : This man 
for wſury , that man againſt it; 
ſome ſay Faith and Troth are no 
Oathes, others will tell thee that they 
G 3 are 
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Math. 5. 


Eph. 5. 1 1. 


1 Cor.8. 


13. 


are more they yea and nay. The Mul- 
titude are for ¶ ards, Dice, drinking of 
healths, long haire in men, and naked 
backs and brraſts in women, but the 
feweſt and wiſeſt are againſt all thele, 
Judge thou therefore which is the ſa- 
feſt way, to uſe all theſe, or to refuſe 
them, heare what the Spirit tells thee, 
abſt aine from all appearance of evillchave 
mo fellowſhip with the unfruitfull wor hei 
of darknejſe, but rather reprove them 
Doubt leſle it will be ſafer for thee to 
deny thy ſelfe in forbearing, then to 
take liberty in »ſing them · Give no of- 
fence to tender conſciences, but follow 
T-aul, who was fo wary of giving of- 
fenceto Gods people, that even in 
things lawfull he would deny bimſelfe, 
reſolving to rate no fleſb while the World 
ftlandeth, rather then to make hu brother 
rocffend (i, ec.) to puta ſtumbling block 
before him, or give an occaſion of fin 
unto him. Wherefore walke on ſure 
ground, and be wartanted from God 
for what thou doeſt. What/cever 
things are trus , whatſoever thing? 
are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, 
Puri, 


SS eee ee . 


— 


— —— 


or Heart. jewell. 


pure, lovely, whatlover things are of good 


report, if there be any vertue, if any Phil.4.8. 


praiſe, thinke on theſe things. 

4. Take heed of falſe and ph1ntaſti- 
call Teachers, who boaſt of the ſpire of 
Gd. when it is only their owne proud 
and lying ſpirit, They are foo/;ſh prophets 
that follow their owne (pirit and have 
ſeen nothing, i. e. they do medle with 
prophecying of their owne proper moti- 
on, being driven thereunto by their 
owne carnall affe tion, and declare no- 
thing but their owne vaine emaginatis 
on, and frothy inventions. They would 
be accounted Phyſicians for ſick ſoules 
and wounded conſ:iences, but as 7ob 
ſaith they are Phyſicians of no value. 


For they heale the hart of Gods people Jer.g.11, 


ſlightly, ſaying, peace, when there is no 
peace: they preach generally freedome 
and liberty, as freedome from confeſſion 
of fin, and freedome to the comm ſin 
of fin, but whilſt they thus preach ſiber- 
ty unto others, they themſelves are the 
ſervants of corruption, beware of ſuch: 
And beg of God Paſtors according to 
his emu heart, = may fred you with 
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Wiſdome and true under ſtauding, Whoſe 
lips may preſerve knowledge, and ye may 
ſeth it at their month, who may be ens 
ſamples unto the flock in life and doctrine, 
faith and love, ſpirit and purity. Eng- 
land could glory ſhe had ſuch Prophets 
ſuch Paſtors, and bleſſed be God ſhe 
can yet ſay ſhe hath ſuch hill; true it is 
they lie under a cloud, but it is not mas 
ny yeares ſince that they were highly 
eſteemed, thought worthy of dowble 
bonour, and conſulted with upon mat- 
ters of greateſt impottment both in 
Church and State: yea Parliament and 
People invited them to come into Mace 
donia, namely London, to help on the 
great worke of Reformation: but now 
are caſt aſide as of no value, and by ma- 
ny accounted Antichriſtien, and enie 
mies to the Kingdome of Chriſt, aod 
to the power and purity of the Goſpel, 
A ſudden and ſtrange change, bur 
we will lay it upon that exviows one, 
whoſe rage is ſpecially againſt Gods 
faithfull Miniſters. You therefore that 
love a good conſcience make much of 
ſuch, and have them in high eſtetme 17 

their 
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their works ſake, becauſe it is the 
Lords. 

Thus far of having: now followes Holding 
the holding of a goed conſcience, The Re 
Spirit of God doth frequently preſle 22 
us to this holding. Try all things, and ..,- 
held faſt that which in good, i. e. try ex- 1 Thel, g. 
atly all doctrines concerning faith or 21. 
manners, and as thou findeſt them Tic.1 8 
ſound and ſaving, ſo hold them. Againe 
bold faſt the faut hfull word; hold faſt your Heb. 4.14. 
Profeſſion, hold faſt till 1 come, hold faſt 
hft another take thy crowne, i. e. the Rey.z. 11. 
honour and glory promiſed to ſuch as 
ſhall perſevere. So ſay I, (yer nor J, but 
the ſpirit of God) hold faith, and 2 goed 
conſcience, 1 Tim. 1. 19. yea above all 
bold theſe , 1971871 bold againſt all ad- 
verſaries that would withhold. 

1. R. Becauſe the labour is as great Reaſons, 
in holding as having, won minor eſt virtus 
quam querere, parta tueri. It coſt Paul 
deare to get a good conſcience, and ſo 
it did to held it. Twas bis daiely exerciſe 
to keep a good conſcience, void of offencs 
toward God and man. AA, 24. 16. 

2+ R. Becauſe many have made ip» 
wreck 
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wrack of conſcience as Hymenews and 
Alexander who giving the reines to 2 
licentious courſe of lite againſt the di- 
ctates of their owne con/cience, God 
puniſhed them accordingly, by taking 
away the hight of his ſpirit, that in the 
middeſt of their courſe they ſhould 
loſe their moſt precious ſpirituall mer« 
chanaiſe, and be drowned inerror and 
hereſy, as thoſe who in a ſea · tempeſt 
ſuffer hip-wrack. 

2. R. Becauſe the world cannot 2- 
bide a good conſcience, as we may ſee in 
Zedekiah bis behaviour toward Micai- 
ah, and Paſbur toward /eremie, how un- 
civilly and tudely do theſe men carry 
themſelves, Zedckiah he ſmites Michai- 
ah on the chethe, impudently and te- 
pr -achfully before the King and whole 
aſſembly; ſaying unto him, which way 
W-nt the (ſpirit of the Lord from me to 
ſprak» to thre? pretending that himſelfe 
had che ſpirit of God, and thereupon 
inferres that CMicaiah had it not, bee 
cauſe it could not be ſhewed how it 
ſhould paſſe from the one unto the o- 
ther, So P.ſbur [mites Iiremie, and ou 
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him in the ſtoc kt, and herein ſhewes him- 
ſelfe a prime inſtrument of Sathan, per- 
petrating that againſt the Lords Pro- 
phet, which neither King, nor Princes, 
nor people durſt formerly attempts Thus 
eAmaztiah the prieſt with Amos, and A- 


nanias With Paul commands them that Am. 5. 10. 


ſtood by to (mite Paul on the mouth: what 
was the cauſe of this their tage and fu- 
ry? had theſe men cõmitted any gtoſſe 
offence / ſutely no;it was only the good- 
ve ſſe of their con(cience that did thus ex- 
aſperate their rage againſt them. Theſe 
were the faithfull ſer vant⸗ of the Lord, 
that boldly declared the mind and will 
of God unto them, as in conſcience they 
were bound, and therefore could not 
endure them, There is an irreconcile- 
able Antipathy between the men of the 
world, and the Saints of God,they can 
no ſooner mingle, then eye and water; 
nor bettet agree then ght and derk- 
ueſſo. The Spirit that ij in you the world 
cannot receive, faith Chriſt, John 14.17. 
they are convinced that they are conſci- 
entious men, but as they were wont to 
lay in former times,Caius SE 1us Was 
a 


92 


The Topax, 


anus, 


Cains Seim l et 
bonus vir tod ſtrict, too conſcientious, and there» 


ſed Chri- fore cannot away with them. Thus 


a goed man, but he was a C hriftian. So 
now. ſuch ate good men, but they are 


you fee how the men of this world can- 
not endure a good conſcience. 

4. R. Becauſe the Devil doth more 
envie 2 good conſcience then any other 
thing. Let men be never ſo high in ho» 
nour, great in wealth, abound in wie 
and policy, the Devil diſlikes it not, he 
knowes the better how co make uſe of 
them to ſerve his turne, as we find in 
Pharaoh, Zenacherib, «Achitophel, He- 
rod, and others: who in their Pomp and 
power were higher then their brethren 
by head and ſhoulders, and accordingly 
more active and ready to do his work: 
That men I ſay have abundance of 
theſe outward things, it doth not diſ- 
quiet but pleaſe Satan; But when any 
have a good; a pure and a tender 
conſcience, this madds the Divel and 
mo kes him to ſet all his inſtruments on 
worke to bereave ſuch of their Heart- 
jimeil, namely a good conſcience ; we 
may 
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may ſee this in Luther, his pure conſci- 
ence did vex both Pope and De vill: 
what would not they have done to 
have ſtrangled bis conſcience, if honour, 
wealth, preferment, or any outward 
thing could have prevailed, the Pope 
would have collated all theſe upon 
him, but one tells the Pope, that all 
theſe would not doe, for (ſaith he) 
German illa beſt ia aurum non curat that 
German beaſt (meaning Luther] will not 
be won by any or all of theſe. And at ano- 
thertime when great gifts were ſent to 
him, he refoſed them with this moſt 
brave and excellent ſpeech, Yalde pro- 
teftatus ſum me nolle ſic ſatiari ab eo: 1 
did earneftly proteſt that God ſhould not 
pur me off with theſe thing; . Meaning 
that he would not be ſatisfyed with a- 
ny thing here below: his ſpirit was too 
noble to be tempted with Gold to the 
loſſe of a good conſcience. Here then you 

ſee what need there is to ho/d good cont 
ſcience, yea to hold it faſt, as ¶ Ins grius 

his ſhip, with tooth and naile. 

Meanes how to hold a goed Conſci- 

ence. 


Meanes . 
1. Get 


Melchior 
dam in 
vita Luth. 
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1. Get more light into thy ander- 
ſtanding, thou haſt already a double 
light, namely the /ight of nature and 
the light of Scripture, de carefull to en- 
creaſe this latter light. There is and hath 
been many a tender hearted Chriſtian 
who for want of Scripture light bath 
neglected many a good duty, and fo 
loſt much ſweet ſolace and comfort, 
which they might have enjoyed in the 
performance of it As for example; ma- 
ny of the Patriarchs for want of a grea- 
ter light fell into that fin of Polygamy, 
not underſtanding that place of Scrips 
ture, Lev. 18. 18. Thou ſhalt not take 4 
wife to her Siſter to ve x her. They under» 
ſtanding this only of a Natural (is 
ſter, and not of a National!) took unto 
themſelves the liber:y of many wives, 
and ſo it is amongſt us to this day, for 
want of a greater light, not only what 
we ought to do is omitted, but often- 
times what we ought not to do is pra- 
fliſed, therefore labour for a greater 
light in thy anderſtanding, let the word 
of God dwell in you plentecuſiy, hide it 
within you even in the middeſt of your 
heart. 2, Bey 
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2. Beware of multiplicity of imploi- 
ments, be not « buſie body in other mens 
matters, or as the Proverb, deſire not ro 
have an Oare in every mans Boat, ſuch 
bulie perſons are greac enimies to their 
owne conſciences, and by their ſuper flu- 
ous wit and needleſſe activity, their 
heads are filled with Queries, and their 
hearts with cares. 

3. Beware of unruly paſſions and dif- 
orderly affeions: theſe if let looſe are 
like wild Horſes, which will never leave 
running till they have unhotſed their 
Riders, and given them & dangerous, if 
not a deadly fall. Thus Sault paſſion 
towards David, and Ammon: affection 
to his Siſter Thamar, they were ſo un- 
ruly, ſo diſorderly, that they made 
them loſe all working of conſcience, dri- 
ving them headlong into /i» and 
ſhame. 

4. Beware of wounding con/cience 


| afreſh with any allowed fin: if thou be 


healed, fin no more, leſt a worſe thing 
do befall thee, Relapſes are very dange- 
tous; Bones twiſe broken augment the 


| paine, and dithcilicate the cure: fo 


ſhalt 
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ſhalc thou find in conſcience, Hath thy 
conſcience been formerly wounded, and 
hath God in mercy cured thee? take 
heed of wounding it againe, leſt thy 
paine be double, and thy cure made 
more difficult, and thou find in thy 
ſelfe no difference between thee and a 
reprobate, Oh therefore take heed of 
every hn, free thy conſcience every day 
from the burden of fin, know that a 
pure conſcience can bettet beare a woun- 
taine of miſery, then a mole hill of fin ;if 
thou carefully uſe theſe meanes, thou 
ſhalc be ſure not only to have but alſo 
to hold a good conſcience. 

I told you formerly of 3 things 
which were eſpecially to be minded & 
endeavoured by us. 1 The baving of 4 
good conſcience. 2. The holding of a geed 
conſcience. 3- The »ſing or exerciſing of 
8 good conſcience. Ot the having and hol. 
ding, we have already ſpoken; now in 
the laſt place we are to ſpeak of the 
exerciſing of a geod conſcience. 

Paxl having ſpoken of the goodneſſe 
of his conſcience and aſſurance of the 
ſame, leſt any ſhould judge him a vaine 
Boaſter, 


— am a a. i. as a @. a - 


—ͤ—ͤ—ũ— 


or Heart je well. 


2M 


Boaſter, and that it was ſome phantaſti» 
call opinion or fanatice// viſion, and no 
well-grounded aſſertion , he goes to 
cleare it by 4 ſound Characters of 2 
good conſcience, ſet down in the latter 
part of my Text, I know 1 have g good 
conſcience, and upon this ground I 
ſtand firme, becauſe J am willing in all 
things to live (or walke) honeſtly. 

1. His will (he ſaith he & Willing) 2. 
The extent or latitude of his will (5 
all things.) 3.The conſtancy of his will, 
(to wake or live.) 4. The ſyncerity of 
his will, (ro walke boneſtly,) 

If any ſhall come to Pal. as the Pha» 
ri{ees to Chr ift, ſaying, What doeſt thow 
do, that we may beleive thee thou talkeſt 
much of the geodneſſe of thy conſcience, 
whereby doeſt thou demooſtrate the 
ſame, that we may beleive thee; co ſuch 
Paul readily anſwers, I am ſure of a good 
conſcience, for I am willing in all things 
to live honeſtly. 

The firſt Cbaractet of his good con- 
ſcience is his will; you may not under- 
ſtand his tur all will, for this being 
corrupt and carnall cannot will any 
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P.. 12.4. 


Jam. 13. 


Mark. 15. 
L 5. 


thing pleaſing unto God, it being like 
himſelfe altogethet abominable, Mans 
nat urall will is to pleaſe himſelfe or o- 
thers like himſelfe, but not to pleaſe 
God, it is nor ſub ject unto the will of God, 
neither indeed can bt. Examples hereof 
are many. 
1. Firſt in Sauli (onrtiers, they had 
a will to pleaſe chew/ſe/ves but not God, 
our tongues are cur one, ſay they, and 
we will ſprake, we have ſtill power and 
liberty co ſpeak and are able to per- 
{wade ro whatſoever we take in hand. 
The like we find in thoſe world/ing: t hat 
Pamnes mentions, 10 day or te morrow We 
will go into ſuch a city and conti there 
« year, und buy and fell, and get on 
Thoy' you fee their will was wholty-co 
pltate themſelves. 
2, Their will is to pleaſe others like 
them ſelves: as Pilate, how willing was 
he to plezſe the prophane muititade in 
releaſing Barrabas and delivering Faſm 
fo be crhcified. So was Felix very wil⸗ 
ling ro pleaſe theewes, and to give 
them all content that ſo they might not 
follow him with complaints, his will 
was 
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was to leave Paul baund, Thus you ſee 4 
what our owne wills are, very corrupt, 
apt ta pleaſe our ſelves, but not God; 
and therefore ſuch a will can be no 
cheracter of a good conlcience. 

Know therefore that Pauli will in 
the Texe is better principled, a wil 
ſanctiſied by the ſpirit of God, 2 wil 
freely. williag to do what God requi- 
teth. Sach a will we find in eſbuas, who 
aſſembliog the Tribes at Shechem and Jolh 
declaring a briefe biſtory of Gods be- J 6 
nefice towards them, even frow the © 
dairs of Terah , exhonteth them to the 
ſervice of this Ged, and to renew their 
covenant with him, ſaying, brare the 
Lord and ſerve him in ſ[yncerizy aud is 
truth, put away the Gods that your Fa- 
thers ſerved, and ſerve tbe Lord: If your 
wills bind not to the true God. know 
yee that my will doth; 1 am teſoleed 
that J and mine auh h ſyr vs the 
Lord. Such a will was in David, I have _—_ 
volved aud will performe is to kgep u 
righteous judgments . And by:this wil 
came Pato be aſſated of the goodneſs 
of conſcicnce. 

H 2 Now 
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Now Beloved, let us examine our 
ſelves whether there be ſuch a will and 
willingneſſe in us as was in Paul to 
pleaſe God, Me thinks I heare you ſay, 
J would pleaſe God; you — you 
would, but tell me is it the very bent 
of your heart and your conſtant endea- 
vour ſo to doe? if not, I muſt tell you, 
your Wwoulding is but 2 vaine wiſhing 
and nothing worth. There is not the 
pooreſt perſon, but he would be rich, the 
verieſt Bankrupe , but he would be 
thrifty, nor the vileſt perſon, but he 
will ſay, he would be honeſt; but will 
you beleive ſuch, becauſe they ſay they 
would be ſuch, when you ſee the bent 
of their heart and courſe of life is cons 
trary? ſorely no; neither may we be- 
leive ſuch to have a good conſcience, 
which have only a won/ding without 
endeavonring. 

2. The ſecond Character of a good 
conſcience appeares in the extent of his 
will; Paul doth not barely ſay: that be 
is willing in this or that particular to 
pleaſe God, or with Herod willing to doe 


many things, but he is willing in at 


things, 
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things, i. e. in all duties divine & hu- 
mane of piety and charity. This uni- 
verſall Obedience is an excellent diſtia- 
guiſhing note between trath and error, 
yea between a good and an evil conſei- un c- 
ence. . 

1. God requires it, Exod. 23. 13. — 
ſaying unto his people, In all things attemionẽ 
that I bave (aid wnto you be circumſpett, lervate. 
i.e, be carefull to obſerve withall atten. ; 
tion, (Vatablus in H. C.) whatſoever —_— 
+ I ſhall command you, There is reaſon 10 dein 
enough in Gods will, and his meer præcepti 
command requires abſolate obedi- — 
cence, nec quia 

2. Chriſt ſhewes us a neceſſity of it, —— 
and tells us that whoſcever i wnjuſt in — 
the leaſt is wnjuſt alſo is much: and (ed quis 
James faith, if he offend but in one point, Deus præ- 
and allow bimſelfe in it, he « guilty 9 
all, and he fall be the leaſt in the bingo t 
dome of God; i. e. be of no account 5 
Gods Church here, not have any part Luk. 1 6. 
in heaven hereafter. So that you ſee 10. 
that it is not enough to be willing in Jam. 2. 10 
ſomething, but we muſt be willing is a Mt. 5. 9. 


things. 
H3 3. What 
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3. What is done for God muſt be 
done equally, If you doe this dutie and 
neglect that duty, they both being 
commanded by the ſame wiſe, and bo- 
ly God, there is no equality in it, nei · 
ther is it accepted. Therefore as Mary 
to the ſervants that waited on Chriſt, 
faid unto them, whatſoever he commune 
derb, ee that you do it: So ſay Ito all, 
that who ſo will have a [are charatler 
of a good conſczence, his obedience muſt 


John 2.5. 


we muſt endes vour to do it. Quicquid 

proprer Dram fit equaliter fit. You muſt 

have an equall reſpef? to all Gods com- 

wandermenrs, PT. 119. 6. You moſt(with 

7a 3+ David ) fulfill all his will. The Origi- 

xicere, mall word is in the plurall number; all 
his wills. 

uſe, This then may ſerve to undeceive 

all halfe hearred'Chriftiars, who com- 

ming into Gods T abernacle here below, 

doubt not bot they ſhall aſcend his be- 

ly mountaine heresfter; and why , be- 

cauſe they are willing to heare many 

truth, and willing to permet thuny 

duties. I tell thee if thou be not — 

ing 


be univerſall, whatſoever he commands ' 
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ling to beare all, and doe all, thou wilt 
deceive thy ſelfe at laſt. Look upon 
Herod, Ananias, and Saphirs, were 
they not Profeſſors, did they not heare 
mach, and doe much, how was it then 
that they became ſuch ſad ſpectacles of 
Gods vengeance, that the one was ea- 
ten up with wormes, and the other ſmit- 
ten with ſudden gearh?1 anſwer,though 
they were willing in many things, yer 
not in al things: Hered will keep his 
Heredias, and Ananias will keep back 
part of the price, and by reſerving a part 
loſe all. Oh take it to beart all civil 
men and bypocrites, you both are but 
halfe Chiſtians,you anſwer Gods voice 
but as the Eccho doth anſwer the voice 
of a man, only in part not in whole, but 
God will not be ſo anſwered, he will 
have all or none. Do not ſay with N 
aan, The Lord be mercifull unte ma 
whew I goe into the bouſe of Rimmon: 
The Lord be mercifull unto me if I 
ſweare raſoly, commit Adultery, oppreſſe 
wy Brother., ot act this or that wic 
weſſe, Know God will have no teſetva- 


tions, he will not have thee ſwallow 4 
Camel, 


Act. 5. 2. 
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Camell, nor yet a gnat. As he will have 
thee to tremble at wownds and blond, 
ſo will he have thee to feare faich and 
troth: As to abhorre Adulterie, ſo to 
hate Daliance. As to loath the ſhedding 
of b/ewd, ſo to ſhun the raking away of 
any part of thy Bruthers {ivelibeod, 
One ſpeaking ot conſcience tells us it is 
2 Box of precious eyn mont, that muſt 


Sam: Ward not be corrapted with the leaſt Fly. Soe 


I ſay, take heed of any thing that may 
offend God and conſcience, and let it be 
thy care with Zacheriah and Elizabeth 
10 Walke in the commandements of God 
without reproofe, Luk, 1. 6, ſo ſhalt 
thou diſcover the goodweſſe of thy cone 
ſcience with Paul, when thou art not 
only willing, but willing in all things, 

3. Character of a good conſcience is 
conſtancy in wel-doing: Paul doth not 
ſay that be is willing to make a ſtep or 
two in holineſſe, and then leave off: no 
he is reſolved to wa/ke on, to make it his 
conſtant practice, yea to /ive alwaies in 
and with a good conſcience. A little child 
may go a ſtep or two before he fall, 
yea a very drunkard may ſeeme togoe 
ſteddy 
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ſteddy at firſt, and yet if you obſerve 
him, he will at laſt teele and tumble, 
this is no argument of ſtrength or ſtea- 
dineſſe . Even ſo if men ſhall do good 
duties for a fitt once or twice &c, and 
give over and fall off , this is no 
ſigne of a good conſcience, as there muſt 
be an univerſality, in al thingsilo a con. 
ſtancy, a[Waies: 33 in Paul Act. 23. 1. & 
24. 16. He lived in all geod conſcience 
onto the laſt; he kept his conſcience in- 
offenſive alwaies, he walked without 
tripping, without ſtumbling, ever the 
ſame in all action and in all condirions, 
Conſider this you hypocrites and 
time · ſervers who are conſtant in no- 
thing but in inconſtancy, now for God, 
and then for Baal this day holy,to mor- 
row prophane; to day you will make 2 
ſtep or two towards heaven, to morrow 
as many & more large ſtrides to hel. 
Will the hypocrite pray alwaies? will he 
be obedient in all chwngs? ſurely noe: he 
is a ſtranger to univerſsll obedience, 
a ſtranger to conſtant obedience, and 
ſo a ranger to a good conſcience- 
Oh therefore as thou delireſt a 
| ” god 
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good conſcience, ſo deſire of God a tight 
way to walk in, begge of him to teach 
thee his way, i. e. ſuch a courſe of life 
as might be pleaſing unto him, and to 
lead thee in a plaine path, that thou 
mayeſt walk in ic without tripping and 
ſtumbling, This way of God in which 
thou art to walke in, it is the way of 


Gods ſtatutes, if therefore thog once 


get into this way, take heed of going 
out of it, let that reſolution be in thee 
which was in David, Teach me O Lord 
the way of thy ſtatutes and I will herp it 
unto the end, Pſ. 119. 33. Reſolve to 
be conſtant without triping or turning 
either to the right hand or ro the left: 10 
ſhalt thou be aſſured that thy conſcience 
is good. 

4 Charecter of a good conſcience is 
fiacerity, the word in the Original] is 
e, and our Tranſtatoss read it, hos 
weſtly, the word is very comprehenſive 
and containes within it a- much as any, 
or all other Adverbs. in Scripture, 
namely worth#ly , decently, accurately, 
circamppettly, lively , famouſly, 3 
pr aiſeworeby. It notes unto u W 
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of an action, and tells us that a good 
conſcience ſtands not ſo much in verbs, 
as in adverbs; not ſo moch in doing, as 
in we/ldoing; if = Magiſtrate , be rules 
diligently; if a Miniſſer, he preacheth 
wilingly; if a bearer, he heareth aten - 
tively; if a ſupplicant, he pray eth for- 
vently; yea whatſoever he does in the 
worſhip of his God he doth it faithful+ 
ly, Rom. 12. 8. Phil. 2. 20. 

Conſider this you carnall men and 
women, who content your ſelves with 
the bare doing of a duty, without teſ- 
peR to the manner of doing. If you 
heare the word, read, pray, and practiſe 
ſome good duty of piety or charity, you 
thinke you have done all, and all well; 
Oh remember that if it be not done 
hbeneftly,(that is) ſyncerely, in obedience 
to God both for matter nnd wanner and 
end, your conſcience is not good. 

Let me therefore adviſe you in every 
duty that you do performe, obſerve an 
honourable decoram , 1 ſpeake to Jow 
and Genrife, bond and free, male nnd fe» 
male, of what ranke and condition ſos 
ever; reſt not ſatisfied io your doing of 
any 
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any duty, except it be done honeſtly, 
faithfully, and praiſe- worthily. 

1. Megiſtrates be you in the higheſt 
place of Zudicatwre,or inthe /oweftplace 
of office:minde your Oathes, your places 

"your traſt, doe not Gods work neg/i- 
gently,leaſt a woe befall you, and Gods 
curſe (e17e upon you, but have reſpect 
unto your owne conſcience, and unto 
the conſcience of others, that your 
owne may bepreſerved: and the con/ci» 
ences of others tectific d. 

2. Miniſters, I muſt ſpeak to you 
as the Coloſſians were to ſpeak to Ar- 
chippu, T ake beed tothe Miniſtry which 


Col. 4.17. you have received, that you fulfill it, ſee 


you doe your Whole works in delivering 
the whole truth, and in being an exam- 
ple in all bolineſſe nnto your flock, preach 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, do the wor 
of an Evangelift (o fully and honeſtly, 
that you may appeare to be men a/ofy- 
ed of God to preach the Goſpell: and 
that your preaching bath not been to 
pleaſe men but God Which tryeth the brave. 
Thus ſhall you evidence a good conſci- 
exce, when you ſeek to ſatisfy your cons 
; ſcrunce 
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ſcience in every duty of your calling, 
3. Governours of Families, think it 
not enough that you have ſo many un- 
der your command, and that you can 
ſay to thu [er vant gos, and be goeth, and 
unto that ſervant come and he cometh; 
ſee well unto it that your commands 
and conntermands be all honeſt, doe 
that which is juſt & equall unto them. 


Doe you firſt with Zoſbue ſerve God Joch. 24. 


Jour ſelfe, and then reſolve that your Fas 
mily ſhall doe the like. If any be iguo- 
rant, ſee with Abrabem that you teach 
them. If any be unteachable, untracta- 
ble, ſee with David yon exclude them, 
let them not abide in your hovſe, fo 
ſhall your houſes be Bethels, bonſes of 
Gd, and your ſelves men of God, and 
men of a good conſcience. 

4. Private perſons, be you not C bam: 
but Jonathan. Be you catefull of your 
owne conſciences, & then be carefull of 
the conſciences of your Brethren,hate not 
your brethren is your hearts, but reprove 
them plainely,& ſaffer not fin ro reſt upon 
them, Lev.1g 17. Yea thou muſt /ove 
thy neighbour as thy ſelſe v.18.chere muſt 
be a conformity in 3e, though 
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not a correſpondence of gt, thy 
love to thy brother and to thy ſelfe 
moſt be like in kind for fnrceriry with- 
out deceit, and for efficacy without d- 
fett. If thou do thus /ove thy neighbour 
as thy ſelſe, thou loveſt thy God, and 
thou loveſt a grod con/cience. 
F. Laſtly tec , one of what [ex or 
condition ſoever, whether rich or poor, 
let conſtievce be your Tetum, all chat 
thou haſt to do isro look well to conſci- 
exce. Art thou rich, let conſcience be thy 
bugs: if poor, let conſcience by thy craſe, 
if a wife, let conſcience be thy glaſſes if a 
47d, let conſcience be thy arrvre: hat- 
ſoever thou att, ſubmit to conſcience, 
let that command thee, be r by it, 
and it will not wrong thee, be familiar 
with it, and it will never drei thee, 
Thus you ſee what is to be done in 
the exerciſe. of a good conſcience. 1. A 
willingneſſe to pleaſe God. 2. To pleaſe 
him is «ll thongs. 3. To pleaſe him ak 
Waies.and 4. to do all this cru, hacer 
dy, and honeſtly, Thus to doe is the very 
life and ſoule of all practicall piety. 
As thou loveſt thy ſoale, miſſe not 
one 
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one of theſe chareſteri, they ate ſo ma» 
ny golden linkes faſtened by God him- 
ſelfe, that he that hath one of them, 
bath all; and if but one be wanting, aſ- 
ſure thy ſelfe the reſt are miſſing. Ace 
knowledge a neceſſity of them all, for 
as in a ſound body there muſt be a due 
mixture and compoſition of all the 4 
elements and Humors: io in 2 ſownd con 
ſcience there muſt be a due compoſition 
of ill theſe 4 charaters. 

1. Uſe to ſuch as have, hold, & thus exs 
erciſe x good vonſcience, toptoclaime God: 
bounty, that they with others may magy 
aify God, we read that the 4 Lepers in 
Samarin having found a ſudden & haps» 
py change from penwry: co plenty; they 
blamed themſelves for being fileat and 
not diruigiug this great thercy: Ve dit 
wor well ((ny. they} this day 4 day of 
good rydiveg's; and we held our peace. So 
ſhall 1 ey unto you that have found 
this great and gtacious change in your 
felves; that yoor evil conſcience is be- 
come u geod 2oſeience. You ſhall not do 
well to de ſilent, but with David,, it is 
your part uud duty ſpeedily to com- 


municate 


1 King. 7. 
9. 
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municate unto others. Come unte me 
all you that feare God, and I will tell you 
What God hath done for my ſonle, Pl. 66, 
18. I ſay againe its your duty and you 
are very faulty if you doe it not, 
Acknowledge your miſery by nature, 
and likewiſe your haeppineſſe by Grace; 
fay with all bumility & thankfulneſſe, 
I was by nature 85 vile as the worſt, as 
deeply guilty in Adam: ſin 2s any; as 
fouly polluted with Origizalfin as the 
verieſt Reprobate, and had in me the 
ſeed of all ſin , apt to be drawne unto 
the fouleſt and groſleſt tranſgreſſions, 
and to vu to the ſame exceſſe riot with 
Tit. 1.15-the Worſt, yea my very ſonle and conſci- 
ence War de filed. But bleſſed be my good 
God chat bath: ſtriken Covenant with 
Exel f. me in my bleſſed Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, 
19. & hath put into me a new Spire, given 
me a heart of fleſs,and hath c lt this 


— ———. 


Heb. 9. 14. d:filed conſcience, into a pure conſcience, 
1 2 conſcience both purified and pacihed 
Col.1.20, by the bloud and ſpirit of Chriſt, My 
greateſt foe is now become my greateſt 

Friend, x moſt true friend, that will not 

flattet me, but deale plainly with me, 

a 


| 


2 
L 
5. 
a 


CY OQOPOaN os vw ww 


mm ca SS wo 


_ =—_ ww ic 


or Heart-jewell. 


113 


2 moſt ſweet freind that will comfort 
me in the ſaddeſt and darkeſt times 
and ſeaſons, yea a friend that will 
make me to laugh under the whip, 
Sing when my feet are in the ſtocks and 
rejojce when 1 fall into many Temptatio 
ont In à word, a moſt conſtant friend, 
that will never leave me nor . 
we neither in this life nor in the life 
to come. Death may part Naomi 
and Ruth. David and Ponathan, but 
death (hall never parte hee and thy 
conſcience , ſhe will be with thee in 
reproach and povertie, in ſichneſſe. and 
diſtreſſe,in priſon and reſtraint, in lyfe, 
in death, in pudgment, and before Gods 
Tribunall. Oh therefore relate thy 
bappie and bleſſed change unto others 
that ſo thou, and they may unani- 
mouſly prayſe God: Soe ſhall thy God 
be magnified and thine owne thanks 
fall heart reallie and faithfull expreſ* 
ſea. 

2 Uſezto ſuch as havea good conn 
ſcience to be ſuch a friend unto them, 
that they would be very Carefull, to 
deale friendly with this friend, It is 
I Solomons 
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P(.41.9. 
Pi. 55. 13. 


Solomons Adviſe; Prov. 18.24. That 
he that hath friend: muſt deale friendly: 
and that there is 4 friend that ſticketh 
cloſer then a Brother, Now conſcience 
is this cloſe friend, let Father, Mother, 
Husband, Wife,Child, and Neigbour, 
all leave thee, This friend will never 
leave thee nor ſorſabe thee, as I told thee 
formerly : Oh therefore deale 
friendly with thy Conſcience, give not 
the leaſt offence unto ber,but remem- 
ber ſhe is very tender and will be ſen- 
ble of the leaſt wrong or injury done 
unto her: The [njurie of « friend doth 
ſtick cloſer then the ron of an Eni- 
wie. David could * it been an 
Enimie,that had done me this wrong, 
I conld have bern it, but it was thou 
my friend, yea my familiar friend, we 
tooke ſweet counſell. Take heed theres 
fore do neitherdiſuſe conſcience, nor 
miſuſe conſcience(1 ) I ſay doe not di» 
uſe conſciene by eſtraunging thy ſelfe 
from her and refuſing her Adviſe and 
counſell. 2 Doe not m/aſe her(1)Some 
by making her a cloak for any errone- 
ous opinion ot (infull practice as too too 
many 
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many doe in theſe out daies, who date 


to ſet Gods Image and Supſcription up- 
on their owne baſe corme, Are there not 
many amongſt us who impudently, 
and blaſphemouſly affirme, that their 
Miſſion, Meſſage, Doctrine, and Spirit 
are all of God, They will tell you, 
they are ſent of God, the Doftrine they 
teach is the mind and will of God 
The Spirit by which they teach, it is 


the Spirit of God, But come you to the II. 8. 20. 


law and to the reftimonie, conſult the 
word of God and you ſhall find, there 
1 no light in them. They are very Tray- 
tors to the King of heaven, abuſing his 
Image and Superſcription , read but 
the 23 of ler. and 13 of Ezek, and 
you ſhall find that notwithſtanding 
their great Braggs, they are but groſſe 
impoſtours and ſeducers, God tels 
them He ever ſent them, never 
ſpake wnto them, & calls them Dreamers 
whoſe Doctrine is but chaffe, and their 
Spirit, is not Gods Spirit, but their own 
proud, lying, aud delading ſpirit. 

2. Others make con/cience a Cloak, 
for ungodly n that they ny 
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Math. 23. 
14. 

Luk. 20. 
46. 


the more cloſſely oppreſle, defraud 
and injure others, to the ſatisfying of 
their ambitious luſts and Covetous 
deſites, ſuch were the Scribs & Phari- 
ſees of old, of whom our Saviour gives 
us a Caveat, that wee beware of them 
and then deſcribes them, that people 
might the better know them. They 
are men ſaith Chriſt that carrie a great 
ſhew of Pyetie and holineſſe, they 
pray,yea make long prayers and per- 
forme other godlie exerciſes, and all 
this they doe ner /yncerely but hypo» 
critically that they may the more eali- 
ly devoure Widdowes bouſes, and cons 
ſume their eſtates, who entertaine 
them: and doubtles many ſuch there 
are amongſt us at this time, who 
have very faire pretences for moſt 
foule practices: as 7ezabel had, who 
was never more zealous in prayer ind 
faſting then when ſhe intended to 
to take away the life and livelihood 
of innocent Naber; now what are 
theſe but great abuſers of Conſcience - 
3. To theſe I may Adde a third 
fort who having abuſed W ; 
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by ſome ungodly Art of whordowe, 
drunkenne(ſe blaſphemy or the like, will 
call for mercy and ſo be friends. 
It is reported of Lewes the eleventh 
King of France, that he wore in his 
Hat a Crucifix, and when at any time 
he had blaſphemed God or acted any 
wickedneſſe; He would preſently 
take downe bis Crucifix and Kille it, 
and then he had thought he had made 
ſatisfaction for all wrongs; even fo 
is it amongſt us, There are many 
when they have done any thing & 
gainſt their conſcience, thinke it e : 
nough to Kiſſe Conſciexce and cry God 
have mercy and all is well: but let me 
tell ſucbh, they are enimies to conſci- 
exce,and let them be aſſured that ac 
laſt they will find Conſcience: an 
enimie to them, yea their greateſt eni- 
mie: Not only a witneſſe, But their 
judge and Tormentor . 

Uſe of Exhortatio unto all to be very 
carefall how they deale with Conſci- 
ence not to dare to injure it inthe leaſt 
degree, conſcience I muſt tell you is 
verie tender,ſoone ſenſible of the leaſt 
wrong 
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wrong : if therefore you will hold 
friendſhip with ber you muft reſolve 
to be tender alſo, and that with an 
holy tendetneſſe, I lay an holy ten- 
derneſle , and the rather becauſe 
there is too much tendetneſſe in the 
world which is very hatefull unto 
8 good Conſcience . 

1. Some are very ready for the 
practice of ſin, but they are ſo tender, 
8s they cannot endure the leaſt touch 
of reproofe for fin, I hey are like thoſe 
whole bodies being full of beyles 
and borches cry out unto ſuch 
as come neet them: Oh do not touch 
me and all becauſe of the ſoares and 
and the ulcers they beate about 
them. 

Thus is it which many a wicked 
man and woman who having many 
ulcers of ſin running upon them will 
not indure their Chriſtian friends nor 
yet their faithful awinifter; and Tens 
chers but cry out, like thoſe in Iſaiah, 
Who ſaid te the ſerry ſee not, & to the pro» 


3 — prepheſie not unto us right things, 


ſprał ſmooti things, propheſy deceis, 
They 
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They cannot indure to heare the 
truth of God, but 4 lie, not to have 
Gods Judgmets thteatned, but them- 
ſelves to be flattered, though it turne 
unto their owne ruin: Such tender 
perſons were Amaziah the prince , 
and Amaxiab the prieſt. The firſt 
was reproved by the prophet of 
the Covenant: for ſetting up of falſe 
Godt: but the King tells the Prophet 
that he ſhould bold his peace, leaſt ke 
were [witten , he was ſo tender he 
could not beate it. The like temper 
we find in «Fmaziah the prieſt when 
Amos propheſied the rejection of Iſrael 
and the deſtruftion of Jeroboams houſe 
by the ſword, preſentlies Amaziah goes 
to incenſe the King againſt Amos, 
and tells him that the land Was not a- 
ble to heart his wordt, and bids him flee 
away and not to come againe unto 
Bethel, for it was the Kings Chappell, 
2 place that he had Conſecrated to 
the worſhip of the Calves, & therefore 
not ſafe nor fitting for Ames to 
propheſie againſt him in that 
place, 
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2. Some are naturally tender, of 
ſach a ſoft and tender Temper, that 
they readily yeeld unto any com- 
mand of man, though countermaun- 
ded by god. Thus was it with Ephra- 
im. Hol. 5.11. Ephraim i broken in 
Judgment: becauſe be willingly Walked 
after the Commandement, what Com- 
mandements, the wicked commatn> 
dements of their Idolatrous Kings 
and princes , therefore the Lord 
Threatens them that he would beto 
Ephraim a; a Moth, &to rhe houſe of pu- 
dah rottenne e. i. e. He would conſume 
them by little and little as a Moth 
doth a garment , or 28 a wormedotha 
peice of Timber, and ſurely this may 
be ſaid to be our caſe: our preferring 
mant mandates before Gods Comandy, 
hath broken us of this land in peices, 
and if God be unto us as he was to 
Ephraim a Moth and a worme gra- 
dually to tuine us, it is but His 
Juſtice. 

3. Others there are which are 
fcrapelouſly tender, They will ſtick 
at ſtrawes and leap over _ 
Make 
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make that a (in wbich God never 
made a fin, and ſtirr moſt in that, in 
which God is ſilent, Thus the Prieſts 
ſcruple their going into the Prætorium, 
the houſe of an Heathen man, leaſt 
they ſhould be ceromoniallie defiled 
and ſoe held from the Paſſeover, but 
yet made no matter of de filing them- 
ſelves morally with the guilt of innoc ẽt 
bloudiagaine, they are troubled in put» 
ting the price of blond into their holy 
Corbam , but not troubled to give a 
prics to ſhed innocet bloud. How carefull 
are they in waſbing of hands, of cups, 
pots, and platters, how careleſſe in wa · 
bing their hearts and inſides from fin, 
One ſaith well: ſuch as theſe, they 
can dance amongſt thornes and yet know 
not how to walke upon even ground; 
Herod had too much of this renders 
neſſe, when he had paſſed his word & 
given his oath togrant his wicked He- 
rodias her unreaſonable requeſt, which 
was, to have oha Baptiſt head in a char- 
ger . Note the tenderneſle of this 
man, he may not breake his Oath, and 
therefore concludes that to go — 
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from his word, would be perjurie: 6 
but to go on, though it were to ſhed | |} 


25. 


the blond of an innocent, this he ac- 
counts pietie » Many ſuch we have 
amonſt us who doe more ſcruple an 
egg then an Oath,and like Eſops dogg 
doe ſo greedily catch at ſbedowes, that 
they looſe the ſubſtance , therefore I 
would ſach would be more wiſe, 
tollowing the Advice of Paul, who in 
unneceſlarie and vaine ſcruples will | 
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Cor. 10. haye us to ache no Dneſtion for conſci- 


ence (ake, Beware of all ſuch evill and 
ſinfull tenderneſſe, as enimies to a 
good conſcience, and labour for ſucha 
tenderneſſe as is holy and faultleſſe 
which will make you watchfull a- 
gainſt every ſin, that may any waies 
moleſt or diſquiet conſcience, thus far 
of an unboly tenderne (ſe, which cannot 
ſtand with a geod conſcience, Now 
followes a» holy tenderneſe which | 
ſuits well with conſcience and keeps us | 
and our conſciences at Peace. 

Holy tendeyne ſe is ſuch a tenderneſſe 


Holy Ten as is wcought in us bythe holy ſpirit of 


dernelle, 
Sheff, 


God , whereby we are made very | 
watchfull, 
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watchfall againſt whatſoever may mo- 
leſt or diſquiet con/ciexce. 

Such a tenderneſſe we find in Zoleph, 
who when his Miftreſſe tempted him 
to /ye with her, he preſently refaſed it, 
— ſaid unto her , behold my Maſter 
wotteth not what is in the houſe with me, 
and he hath committed all to my hand, 
and there i none greater in his honſe then 
I. neither bath be kept any thing from me 

| butthet, becauſe thin art his wife, how 
| then can I doe this great wickedne(ſe and 
fin againſt Ged. As if he ſhould have 

ſaid unto her, your deſire is very wicked 

and I may notyeild unto it, I may not 

act the leaſt ſin againſt God how then 

may I commit ſo great a wickedneſſe 

as to defile my Maſters bedè is it not As 
dultetie, à complicated (in that contains 
many evills withia it. In ſo doing, 1. I 

| ſhould be a Theefe in ſtealing from 
| him the beſt Jewell io bis houſe, name» 
| {ly hiswife. 2, Moſt iojarious in mixing 
2 baſtard brood with his legitimate chils 
den. 3. I ſhould be ſacrilegious in ta- 

| king my body which is the temple of the 
0% Obeſt, and to turne it to carnal pol- | 


lution. 


Gen. 39.9. 
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Job.1.8. 


lution. 4. 1 ſhould be moſt ungracious 
toward my God and moſt pu to 
my kind Maſter, The like we find in 


ob, a man very fearefull to offend con- 


ſcience, he was a Nonſach by Gods 
owne teſtimony, not any one like him 
upon the earth, ſoe perfef?, ſoe upright, 
fearing God and eſchewing evill, He was 
one that reſolved not to give conſcience 
the leaſt offence, and that it ſhould v 
reproach him all his dayes, Though men 
did reproach bim as Eliphas, Bildad, 
Zopbar, who charged him with hypo- 
criſy, yet his conſcience which was more 
privy to his waies , and could teſtify 


more truly, that ſhould not reproach 


him, ſo tender was he. 

Such muſt be our tender ſſe; the like 
was that in /oſeph, Job, and others: and 
that we may not be deceived, know 
how it ſhewes it ſelfe to God, to others, 
and to our ſelves. 

1. To God, he that hath an holy ten- 
derneſſe in him will ſtand for God in 
what ſhall make for his truth, hovowr, 
and glory of his name, if he ſee any 
thing unto which God. is * — 
a a 
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hath intereſt in, ſuch a one will not 

ſee his God wronged in the leaſt de- 

Sree, but he will ſtand upon an hoof 

with Moſes, & upon an ita or title with 

Chriſt, he, will manifeſt his cenderneſſe 

in all things. As 1. to his precepts. 2. To Exod. 10. 

his Threats. 3. His Judgments, 4. His 26. 

Mercies. Of theſe in their order: and Nach. 5. 18 

Firſt of the firſt, namely, Gods pre- 

cepts. Cauticſto 
1. He that hath this holy tender, te. Vatab. 

neſſe in him will readily yeild unto in h. U. 

Gods precepts , whatſoever he com- Conſcien⸗ 

mands he will do it circumſpetty, i. e. tia bona 
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his houſe, i. e. the Church of God in quid, Pre 
his time, and wherein God was pleaſed , %% 
to dwell; Moſes was in all things very quid velit, 
exact co obey Gods precepts; Againe qu æ it vo- 
we find Joſs very tender in the obſer. luntas — 
vation of whatſoever the Lord comman- en 
ded, (oe that there was never a King be- ,, — 
fore or after him that ſo turned wnto Bern. de 
the Lord with all his heart according to v ſofia· 
the law of Moſes, The like may be ſaid rid s- fra- 
of Hezckiah and Nebemiab; the firſt 5: 
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walked before God With an apright heart; 
the latter ſhewed bimſelfe a moſt ca- 
low managainſt fu and funers. How 
tender was he for the honour of his 
God, in the ebſervation of the Sabbath, 
in the maintenance of the Prieſts, and 
howſoever againſt the prophaners of the 
Sabbath, and ſuch as oppreſſed their bre- 
thren by «ſ«r7. Read the 5ch. of Nehe- 
miah, and the 13th, of Nehemiah. 

2. He that hath this holy tenderneſſe, 
will quickly yeild, melt, and break 
under any threat of Gods word or 
ſence of Gods diſpleaſure. If Je doe 
but heare the book read, in which the 
threats and menaces of Gods wrath are 
recorded: he preſently melts and thaws, 
berents bu cloathes, monrnes and Wweeps, 
19. ſhall the Lyon roare, and the Brafts not 

tremble? or a trumpet ſound, and the pee» 

ple not feare? Soe if God roare againſt a 

Nation and people, ſhall they not 

quake? Let hard hearted Jebriakim re · 

maine obſtinate, yet good Joſiah will 
rent bu cloathes. 

3. This holy tend erneſſe will make a 

man to mourne under Gods judgwents? 


Jer, 36.24. 
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He that melts under Gods threats, will 
ſurely cry out under his judgments: He. 
zekiah if hee feele Gods rod upon him, 


he will our ue like a Dove, andchatter JI 38. 14. 


like a Crane. Let God take Job by the 
neck and ſbake him, and cauſe his Ar» 
chers to compaſſe him about, i.e. many 
affiQions and troubles, it will make 


him to ſow ſackcloth upon his ſkin, and Job, 16.12 
defile bis horne in the duſt, yea it will make 15. 


his face foule with weeping, and cauſe the 
ſhaddow of death upon his eyelidi, i. e. to 
wax dimme and darke as if they were 
dying, and puts upon him ſuch a ſtamp 
of true ſorrow, as it makes him to cry 
out, I abborre my ſelſe in duſt and aſhes. 
But on the contrary it is neither threat, 
nor judgment, that workes upon the 
uncircumciſed heart, he refuſeth the pu · 


niſhment of his iniquity, and cryeth not Job.36.:3 


when the Lord binds bim, i. e. afflicteth 
him: but the more God afflicts, the hat- 
der he growes, and doth revolr more 
and more. II. 1. 5. 

4. This holy tenderneſſe makes him 
humble under Gods mwercies. The more 
mercifull that God is to him, the more 
reader 


| 
: 
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tender he is for God, he feareth God and 
his goodneſſe. As Ice contracted with 
cold diſſolves of it ſelfe under the 
warme raies and beames of the Sun, ſo 
doth his Soule melt ard thaw under the 
Ezr2 914 ſenſe of Gods favour, like thoſe in C cr 
who having received a great deliverance 
from their enimies, ſaid one to another, 
ſeeing our God hath been ſo gracious, 
ſhall wee againe breake his commandes 
Lok 3. 47. ments. Thus in Mary IMagdaline, we 
read how ſhe ſtood be bind Chriſt and 
wept, that ſhe io wept and mourned for 
her (ins, as that ſhe waſht Chriſts feet 
with hey teares, and wiped them With the 
haire of her head, yea kiſſed his feet, and 
anointed them with oyntment: and why 
ſo? how comes this tenderneſſe upon 
her? what ſhoald cauſe it : truly, Chriſt 
his great mercy unto ber, in pardoning 
her great and many fins; this is the te- 
ſtimony which Chriſt gives of her, ſhe 
loved much, becauſe much was forgiven 
her. So that you ſee how holy tender- 
neſſe will yeild unto Gods mercies. 
2. This holy tenderneſſe will ſhew 
it ſelfe to other it will make a man ve- 
ry 


| 
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ry carefull not to offend others, it will 


the Church of Cod, i, e. no occaſion of 

offence or ſcandall unto Jew or Pagan 

or Chriſtian, neither within, nor yet 

without the Church. As it was Pauls 

precept, ſo likewiſe his practice; who is 

offended (at leaſt through my default) 

and I burn not, i. e. butne with ſor» , Cor. 11. 

row and holy indignation and ardent 29. 

zeale fot the glury of God, and ſalvati- 

on of thoſe that are ſcandalized? Paul 

was a man alwaies for peace, and preſ- 

ſeth it upon others: As much as in you 

lynth have peace with all men, but eſpes 

cially with the godly; as for himſelfe 

his conſcience was ſo tender, that he 

would neither ſay nor doe any thing, 

that might give offence ro weake Bree 

thren, if eating of fleſb would offend, he 1 Cor. 8. 

reſolves to eat mo fleſh while the World 3 

ſtandeth. So it is with all ſuch as are 

truly tender, if their wear, drink, a- 

parroll, if their haire, carriage, company, 

or any other thing, ſhall give an of- 

fence unto their Brethren, they reſolve 

with Pani to u no more floſb, drin no 
K more 


1 Cor, 19, 
3 Is 
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Math, 1. 
19. 


more wine, weare no more long haire, 
keep no more ſuch company, leave off 
all rather then give any offence or be 
a ſtumbling block unto their bre- 
thren, 

And as this tenderneſſe appeares to 
all, ſoe eſpecially unto ſuch as ſtand in 
any neer relation untothem, as wife 
ot child, and how render was Neeb of 
his wives reputation and falvation, 
when ſhe was with Child, and he knew 
not how it ſhould be foe, and fearing 
the ſcandall that might come upon lo 
gracious a woman, and loath ſhe 
ſhould be made a publick example, his 
reſolution was to put her away privily, to 
leave her tothe diſpoſing of her friends 
and not to conſummate the Marriage. 
The like tenderneſſe towards Children 
we find in Jeb, he fearing leaſt in their 


Job 1. 5. feeſting they had gone beyond their 


bounds, and ſoe diſbenoured God. He of- 
ferd a burntsoffering for them unto God 
every morning, i, e. an offering of recon- 
ciliation. which declared his religion 
toward God and care of his children. 


So Auſtin reports of his Mother 1 
cha, 
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cha, that ſhe was ſo tender of the ſalva- 
tion of her children, that if ſhe heard 
that any one of them had d:/bonowred 
God, it wrought ſuch an impreſſion of 
griefe upon her ſoule, that it pained 
her as much as the new bearing of an- 
other child, Thus you ſee how an holy 
tenderneſſe will ſhew it ſelfe to others. 

3. How an holy Tenderneſſe appears 
to our /e/ves. He that is tender indeed 
will not. diſpleaſe his one conſcience, 
he reſolves wich David to fly all (in and 
ſinners: I abhorre (ſaithhe) every evil 
tray, and [ will not endure à Wicked per- 
ſon: luch perſons and ſuch practices ate 
very hatefull unto him; he can. 
not brook ſin, in any degree , great 
ſins, little fins, apparent ſins, ot ins in 
appearance, he declines them all, he 
conſiders that remarkable ſpeech of our 
Saviours, Luk. 16. 15. That which i 
highly eſteemed among ſt men, is an abos 
mination in the ſight of God, And there- 
fore he dares not alwaies to adventure 
upon that which hath appearance of 


good, but brings it to the touch, tries 1 Thel. 5. 


all things, and ſo holds faſt (not what 22. 
—_ ſeems 


— — So on i Ae 


132 


The Topaz, 


ſeems good,) but What is good. Laſtly 
the cender conſcience will take heed of 
what he knowes to be lawtull, he dares 
not to do all that be may doe, leaſt he 
ſhould do what he og ner to dee. Con- 
ſider you that are Gamfters, merry com- 
panions , faſhion-mongers, and all fleſb- 
plealers, which are lovers of pleaſure, 
more then lovers of God, ] know you 
will ſtand upon your j»ſt:fication, and 
plead ſtrongly for your dicing, drin- 
king , carding , your long haire, your 
fantaſtical faſhions, and pot companions, 
though there be . recorded in 
Gods book againſt them in all of theſe. 
Me thinks I heare you ſay there ate ma. 
ny great Schollers will maintaine the 
lawfulur ſſe and that it is condemned on- 
ly by a company of ftrift laced Puri- 
tans, and men of meane parts and lear. 
ning. Give me leave to ſpeak the word: 
of truth and ſoberneſſe: you ſay cards, 
dice, drinking, and merry company are 


, things lawfoll; bot anſwer me, 1. are 


they expedient. 2. Doe they edify you. 
3+ Are they not . under the power 


of theſe things, theſe practices. Alas 
who 
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who ſees not ſuch as thus ſeek to pleale 
the fleſh that they do diſpleaſe God, 
their merry company makes them to 
diſtaſt the ſociety of Saints; their dicing 
and drinking makes them to loath the 
hearing and reading of Gods word; yen 
Bible and the pack of Card: ate like the 
eArke and Dagon, they will not and 
rogethey, Let me theretore adviſe you 
not to be too preſumptuous upon the 
lawfalneſſe of theſe, but conlider ex- 
pediency and cdification, that all be 
done ſoe that God may have glory, and 
your ſelves may be edified more and 
more in Criſt, If you look not to this, 
that which is lawfull in it ſelfe will be 
found unlawfull in you. You will ſoon 
be brought under their power & be cap- 
tivated by what ſhould be your ſer- 
vants. 

Remember therefore what on ſaith 
and that moſt truly, licitis perimus ome 
nes, the Whole world is undone by laWful 
things. i. e. lawfull things abuſed or 
miſeſteemed.Was it not ſo with the ola 
world, when our Saviour ſpeaketh of 
the deſtruRion of the o/d world by wa- 
- Soi K 3 4675, 
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ter, what doth our Saviour charge u- 

pon them as deſerving this great and 

generall judgment? he mentions only 

things that were both lawfull and ne- 

ceceſſa y: They did eate , they dranke, 

they bought and ſold, they built and plans 

ted, they married and were given in 

marriage: See you any unlawfulneſſe 

in any of theſe? notwithſtanding the 

Luk. 17. Ming themſelves up to theſe things, 

27. ſuffering ſuch practices to call them 

off from God. God was highly diſplea- 

ſed and themſelves fearfully periſhed. 

Oh therefore doe not preſume upon 

. the lawfulneſſe of ſuch things, but if 

you have this holy tendetneſſe in thee, 

examine all circumſtaices leaſt God be 

offended, and thy conſcience ſo woun- 

ded, as that thou canſt find no peace 

within, bat in thy apprehenſion a very 
reprobate. 

uſe of One word more by way of comfort 

Comfcrt. into you that are thus tender, poſſible 

it is that though you deſite tendetneſſe 

and to hold a fitme peace with conſci- 

ence, yet your conſcience may frowne 


upon you, and ſo you conclude againſt 
your 
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your ſelfe that God is angry with you, 
according to that of the Apoſtle, 1. Joh 
3. 21" If our heart condemne us, God is 
greater then our heart, and knoweth all 
things, i e. if our conſcience condemne ud, 
then God will condemne us much 
more, but your Conſcience you ſay 
doth condemne you, and therefore 
your condition is very ſad before God. 
To give you fatisfaRion in this, I muſt 
confeſſe it is moſt true, that when con · 
ſcience doth check, accuſe, condemne, u- 
pon right information, there is no hope 
of avoiding the ſentence of God by any 
cloſe carriage by which we may thinke 
to ſhift and hide our ſelves and our a» 
Aions from his eyes. Yet this hinders 
not but that ſometimes the con/cience 
may condemne, where God doth not. 
For though it always judge for God, and 
on his (ide, yet it doth not alwaies 
judge with God, and according to his 
direQion: but ſometimes it may be that 
with 7ebs friends it makes 2 He for God: 
and yet not purpoſely, but through 
miſinformation or prejudice, while ic 
lookes on the worſt and not _—_ 

eſt; 
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Mic. 7.18 


II. 42. 3. 


beſt: that is to ſay on the preſent and 
particular iadiſpoſitios of the heart, and 
not on the ſincete and genetall diſpoſ- 
tion of it. Such for want of better light 
in that particular way frare where no 
feare u, but let me tell ſuch they have a 
moſt gracious God, that takes no nos 
tice of ſuch failings, but pardoneth and 
paſſeth by the tranſgreſſions of hu people, 
as if he ſaw is not, Therefore let ſuch 
tender ones ſupport their ſpirits upon 
that ſweet and gracious promiſe of 
Chriſt, t to breake the braiſed reed, nor 
quench the ſmoaking flax, i. e. God will 
not deale harſhly with ſuch weake and 
feeble ones; but ſupport and comfort 
them: for though their light be little 
and burne dimlie, yet the Lord will not 
extinguiſh it, but ſnuffe it and make it 
burne more cleerly. 

Confider when your Conſcience doth 
accuſe, whether it proceed from ſuflici- 
ent light out of the word of God, or 
from wrong information, If from light 
rrcei ved out of the word of God, her 
ſentence is divine, and we are to regard 
itr but if otherwiſe upon wrong infer - 
mation, 
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mat ion, it is the error of conſcience, and 
our remedy is by ſending con/cience to 
ſeek che warrant of her ſentence out of 
the word of God. 

Againe if conſcience preſeng unto you 
fins which you committed many years 
agoe, and whereof you have repented. 
(For we are to know, that albeit after 
Repentance the Lord forgives the guila 
tineſſe of ſin, yet he will have the wes 
mory thereof to remaine in that conſer- 
ving faculty of Con/ciexce,called awnyne 
az that it may both ſerve co humble us 
for the evill we have done, as alſo to 
preſerve us from (in for the time to 
come. _ 

Againe if conſcience accuſe us for ſin 
committed and not repented, it is Gods 
great mercy, who by inward troubles 
wakens us to judge aur ſelve; here, that 
we may not be condemned of the Lord 
herexfrer. | 
Now if any prophane Belialiſt ſhall 


at laſt ſay, what need all this adoe con» Obiect. 


cerning a goodconſcience: have not all 
men a good conſcience? 


To ſuch I anſwer, in ſome ſence they A ng. 


L have 
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have a good conſcience, namely a conſe» 
ence which is meraphyſically and natu- 
rally good: and ſo they may and yet 
£0 to hell. 

But the conſcience that brings with it 
2 continwell feaſt, and is accompanied 
with grace in this life, and glory in the 
life to come, It is more then metaphyſi- 
cally or naturally good. It is ſpiritually 
and [wpernaturally good. 


Heb.g.14 1- A conſcience purged and pacified by 


the bloud of Chriſt, 

2. A conſcience babitoally exerciſed 
to ino ffenſivene ſſe both to God and man, 
Act. 24. 16. 

3. A conſcience that deſires to be com- 
pleatly good in all things and alwaigs, 
Act. 23. 1. 

4. A corſcience that will approve it ſelfe 
good even in the ſight of God, AA. 23. 
1. 1 Pet z. 21. 

5. A conſcience that will give teſtimo» 
ny of thy hearts ſimplicity and godly 
fincerity, and ſopport thee under gre» 
teſt trouble and diſtreſſes. 2 Cor, 1. 8, 
9. 10,11, 12. 

Now ifvpon a ſerious ſearch, thou 
caoſt 
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canſt evidence ſuch a conſcience, I muſt 
tell chee thou haſt obteined great fa- 
vourfrom the Lord, and art enriched 
with ſo rich a /ewell, that far ſurpaſſeth 
all che wealth of the world, and can 
never be worne by the men of this 
world, Req1ice therefore in the Lord al- 
waies, and acquaine thy Chriſtian 
friends with it, that you may rejoice toe 
gether, yea eat thy bread with joy, and 
drink thy wine with a merry heart for God 
hath accepted thee, Eccl. g. 7. 


The conclnſion is this, (Chriſtians) Concluli- 
our Conſciences are all obſcured, corrup» © 


ted, and depraved through Adams fall. 
It is the part of every one to labour to 
reduce conſcience to its prime purity a- 
gꝛine. When 3 Compaſſe is out of frame 
we touch the needle of the Compaſſe 
with a Loadſtone, that the ſtone may 
draw it rigbt to the Pole xgaine: $0 let 
our minds be touched with the Load» 
ſtone of the Spirit of grace, that they 
may come back to the Lord as to the 
Pole, and quiet themfelves in Chriſt 
as their true, ſole, and perfeft Saviour, 
Let this be your daiely prayer unto 

L 2 God, 
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God, and conſtant endeavour,, who 
only can ſanctefy me, throyghoxnt in ſpirit, 
ſoule and body; who cin make every 
part and member of our bodies, with eve- 
ry power and faculty of aur ſonles, wea- 
pos of Righteonſneſſe to doe him ſer- 
vice. | 

Now unto him that # able to make 
you to ſtand upright before him, and 
to krep you from falling, and to preſent you 
faultitſſe before the preſence of hu glory 
with exceeding joy, to the only Wiſe God 
our Saviour be Glory and Majeſty, De- 
minion ard Fower, now and for ever, 

Ant. 


April: Ich. 1656. 
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